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duties was the principal m. 
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; Iv. 3 
| Having obſerved the various pra- . 
dation of the human underſtand- 
ing, from i its earlieſt ſtate of pupilage 


to that of manhood, 1 have ever 
found, that it is much caſier to lad 
10 virtue, than to deter from vice; ; INE; 


ion makes a deeper im- 


| ? preion, when indirectly conveyed... 
2 than when forced _ the mind i in 
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Ts adorn Rel gion in the garb. 
1 ainuſement, to: f amiliarize the 


1 ublime ſtyle of the inſpired writers, 
2 to one more e to juvenile com- 
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a beautiful village in Berkſhire 


reſided a maiden lady of the name. / i 
Stanton, oy h e were e 
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ee fuck objects of chien as 
appeared to merit the kindneſs ſhe was ; 
ſolicitous to confer; and her beneyo- 
lence flowed in ſo large a current, that 
| both the young and aged v were refreſhed 
| by its ſtream. . 5 
Well aware that it Was — much caſier. 
5 taſk to lead the mind to Virtue, than to 
oh reclaim. it from. Vice, ſhe inſtituted | 
- ſchools for the inſtruction of youth i in 
105 ies of religion and the rules of 
' morality, and, not ſatisfied with having 
. niſtreſſes at the head of 
: : ttheſe ſeminaries ſhe Yuperintended. them : 
EY herfelf with the moſt maternal ſolici- 
= 5 25 tude, and had the happineſs of finding 
that her endeavours to promote the 
"cauſe of. virtue were crowned with the | 
moſt gratifying ens, * that” the s 
1 e y 
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children within the vicinity. of her abode | 


were as remarkable for the civility of 


their manners as Nor were for the recti- 
tude of their actions, mw 


— 


Though Mrs. Stanton had 3 rea- 


ſon to congratulate herſelf upon the ef- 
fe& which her inſtructions and exam. 
ple produced in the minds of the neigh- £7 
bouring - Poor, yet, when the reflected by 
upon the unfortunate ſituation. of two: 8 
children to whom ſhe was bound by the 
ties of affection and conſanguinity, ſhe, -- by | 
often-lamented they had not been born in | N s : F 


that tate of humility that would have 


rendered. them, in ſome. degree, hen 1 : 


pendent on her; friendſhip, and 8 | 
haye given her a right to xe a 
conduct and improve their.) n 2 xds 3 


* * FO * 
W 
% s 7 
— 5 1 A p ; A 8 * * a> 
: o a 2 ö . x * * 
* = W. = . 
4 ” . \ £ a : 2 
* 2 2 . 2 0 y L % Ws.” z 
3 4 N * * Ut - , 0 - 
1 * LL, Sol 5 - e * a: Fo, © > 
R 8 L 4 — 4 * . * 
: = | . f 2 7 * a \ * 
v — . 
> or £ = 1 F 8 5 
* & * o * 8 * 
p - — 
* : _ N ; . 


—_ 


4 oF SORIPTURE FUISTORIES. 


_ ence, educated in pride; and derbe 
by luxury; and though nature had be- 
ſtowed upon them an excellent under- 
ſtanding, yet from want of culture it be- 
came likea garden overrun with weeds, 
Sir Charles Stanton had the misfor- 
tune to loſe his lady when one of his 
little girls was three, and the other | 
four years old, and though Mrs. Stan- 
ton beſought him in the moſt affec- 
tionate manner to let her have the care 
aof their education, he not only e declifed 
5 it, but inſiſt 


„ were left to the management of an ig 
385 : | norant houſekeeper, who, anxious. to ob- 
5 tain her maſter's er, ſuffered the 


r 
5 Fr 7 . 


upon her not attempting | 
e dictate to him on, a ſubject where he 
Vos reſolved to follow the bent of his 


5 own inchnation ; and the poor children 


. 
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to indulge i in all the caprice a6 whim = 
; which vacant minds, without proper em 


ployment to 'occupy them, could ſug- 


geſt ; ; and they paſſed their time either 
in tyranizing over the inferior ſervants, 


or in the practice of ſome miſchievous 
invention. e 


8 Sir Charles was one of cheſs thought-.. 


leſs'charaRers who, in the indulgence of 


preſent gratification, are unmindful of 
future conſequences, and, delighted at 


what he thought the happineſs of his 
children, never anticipated the * 


he was laying i in ſtore for them; but, a 
ſevere” indiſpoſition which attacked him 


when the one was eleven, and the other 


twelve years of age, brought him to OY 
ſenſe. of his error and his duty, and, 
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_ conjured her to relieve the anxiety. of 
his laſt moments, by promiſing to be- 
come the protectreſs of his helpleſs 
children, and, if poſſible, counteract the 
baneful effects of his weak partiality, 
"Mrs, Stanton, who had always felt the 
moſt tender affection for her brother, 
| , faid. every thing in her power to quiet 
. the perturbation of his mind, and when 
that period arrived that deprived his un ⸗ 
fortunate children of his paternal ſolici- 
tude, ſhe ende awoured to prevent their 
| ſoothing. 


| ſympathy, and the maſt enen 


= of the effects at the hall Mrs. Stanton 


5 a tenderneſs ! Ef 
As ſoon as it was pollble to Kilpols | 


| carried her little charges with her to 
mme grove, and, upon their arrival there, 
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had a convincing Proof that; though 
| If their minds were ſoftened by affliction, 
Z affability, and humanity, had made but 
IF little impreſſion upon their hearts; for, 
when their aunt introduced two unfor- 
tunate children to their notice whom 5 I 
her benevolence. had reſcued from the_: 
gripe of poverty, and WhO came to pay - 2 
N their reſpects to their benefactreſs, the Y 
immediately averted their heads, and 2M 
- never condeſcended to e to the „„ 
* vilities they received. „ - 3 


* „ 


] +: - Mrs. Stanton was 81 aware that he 5 
= would have many difficulties to conquer 3 
and many prejudices to overcome, but RY 285 7 I 
ds che variety of errors which e. . -.-l 
5 had reaſ an to lament in her nieces! ' edu- - >=, 
If cation, was that total indifference which I 
Kb the” "obſerved in . to * : 5 
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duties; they had, it is true, heard there 


attributes, or the omniſcience of his 
5 power, they were wholly ignorant; ry and, 
inſtead of uſing. his. hallowed name 
| merely in acts of deyotion, the 


wy family was not only ſet apart as a day of I 
| reft, but of adoration, in Sir Charles' 8, 
© had always been. ſpent. with marked 
: conviviality and extraordinary diſſipa- 

tion, and no traces of religion or mo- 
55 rality could ever have. been diſcovera- 
NP ble either i in maſter or ſerrants. 9 


5 dies Stanton was aware c of the Ls cirs 
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was a Superior Being, Who governed, 
the univerſe, but of the greatneſs of his 


y heed- 
e mentioned It NPY tas e 


The h W in . Stantan's s 


5 


Conſcious of this dreadful practice, 


: cumſpection it would require to impreſs 
the minds of her little pupils with a 
ſenſe of their religious duties, without 
giving them reaſon to confider that as a 
taſt, which ſhe wiſhed them to regard = 
as a pleaſure ; and, for this' purpoſe, in- 
| ſtead of putting religious books into f 
their hands, ſhe reſolved: to ſelect ſuch 
parts from the Bible, as might be ap- 5 
plicable to any# ſubject which engaged” 
their converſation, and by forming * 
into the familiar ſtyle of. A ſtory, Tender. | 
it at once improving and entertaining.” Foros 
The firſt Sunday after their arrival at 
the grove, Mrs. Stanton took them with N 
her to church, and was ſhocked at ob- 
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ſerving they were unbie even to find 8 5 
the e a ee lo muß by Ne. 
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their eyes open. 


Inſtead of reprimanding them for 
their inattention, ſhe lamented their in- 


: capacity for. reliſhing deyotional exer- 


ciſes, aſſuring them that it was by acts 


of praiſe and adoration, that the human 

race were exalted almoſt to a level with | 
angels, and might enjoy A foretaſte oy 

their future felicity! | 


= 


: Soon after their return from church 


Harriet enquired of her aunt what time 


the carriage was ordered, and appeared 


abſolutely aſtoniſhed at hearing her 

| horſes never did any work on the Sun- 
dap, but enjoye 
: bo ſervants, a total reft fro 

7» labour; < but,” faid Mrs. Stanton, 11 


m every Mind of 


Ju are inclined to > walk a couple 7 


| ed | * 


 SORIPTURE HISTORIES. 
and will not be fatigued or weary, 


miles, ; AN 


1 


I-thall be very happy if you both wil! 


accompany me to the Sunday ſchool.” 
Then ſtepping to her cloſet ſhe un- 
locked the door, and giving each of 


her nieces a plumb bun, put two dozen 


into a ſmall baſket; and tucking it upon. 2 


her arm, tripped over the fields to the 
place of her deſtination, with an intent 
of dividing them amongſt the children. . 


Harriet and Sophia were deli ghted at 


the thought of attending. their aunt, bx 
but when they perceived her carrying He 
a baſket, their ſenſations of pleaſure 
aba ed, and their Wen . oh 


were greatly 
humbled, by her degradation. 


As they approached the little axelling Ken 
the bakers boy tapped at the door win 
a Sy full of roaſt beef and Plumb pud+ : N : 
5 Br | — _ 
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| 7 - an'air of diſtin, gave the poor childr n 


dings, and Mrs. Stanton inſtantly ſeated 
| herſelf at one end of the table, and be- 
gan aſſiſting the miſtreſs to help her lit 
tle ruddy gueſts. e n 

If carrying the baſket had called forth 
their ent and mortified their 
feelings, what muſt have been their 


ſenſations when Mrs. Stanton ſaid,” 


« Here, Harriet, my love, give that ſlice: 


of pudding to Peggy Maxwell, the lit- 


tle girl chat ſits at the bottom of the 


table, and do you, my dear Sophia, 


8 me up her neighbour 8 plate.” 

© They looked at each other i in filent as. 
mazement, and neither moved from their 
ſeats until their aunt. had repeated her 
nee, then, taking the plates with 


a look of the moſt ineffable contempt 1 
| | Sink 
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Mrs. Stanton perceived their behaviour, 
but would not appear to do it, and con- 


tinued employing them until. all the 


li ttle folks were helped. 

As ſoon as dinner was 3 and , 
the children had returned thanks to the f 
Giver of all good, for the bleſſings they 


| enjoyed, they all arranged themſelves 
in a circle round Mrs. Stanton, and 
ſhe began aſking them queſtions from ; 
the Biſhop of Cork's Expoſition of the | 


Catechiſm, and. all their replies were 
made with the greateſt clearneſs until it 


came to Peggy Maxwell's turn; ; and 
Mrs. Stanton had three times enquired 
How. did God make the world??? 
without IAG. * ae, whilſt . a : ; Y 
ner of her dean ers and looking with he 


moſt timid embarraffi ment. This ſeemed 
to afford Harriet and Sophia ſo much 
entertainment, that Mrs. Stanton was 
quite provoked at their unfeeling con- 
duct, and reſolving to puniſh them for 
It ſaid, 15 You muſt conſider, young 
ladies, that little girl is only fix years 
old, therefore her diſtreſs ought to call 
forth your pity, inſtead of provoking | 
your ridicule; but I muſ t | 
bees will have the gc eſs 
N that 1 which has 0ecaioned 105 8 
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. played itſelf on 1 4e countenances of e 
M.iſs Stantons, and, joggin 8 each other 
by the bow, they muttered, * "Os 
292 aunt aſked our” a 
5 „ . 6 1 
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Sscntrrunk HISTORIES, IS 
- «ql aſked either of you, "a Mrs. 


Stanton, ; who has humanity and good d 
nature enough to relieve the embarraſſ- 


ment of a poor ignorant little girl; but, 


come Harriet, ſhe 18 neareſt to you, ſo | 
explain 1t immediately, for it grows late. 
How did God create the n was _ 


queſtion.” CLORIS 
4 With---with his hands," 25 


5 Harriet. 


In ſpite of the recbeck d the children 
felt for Mrs. Stanton, they found it im- 


poſſible to ſuppreſs their riſibility, 2 15 
were all obliged to turn afide to con- 


ceal their is. 


© Mrs. Stanton gave her niece: 4 „er 


expreſſive of her concern and mortiſica- 
tows and, A to à little en who 
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peat the reſponſe to the queſtion, for 
the edification of that young lady, | who 


unfortunately, has not been bleſſed 


with the advantages you enjoy; and, in- | 
ftead of having had friends who were 
happy to explain the Scriptures for her ö 


information, were ne ver at the trouble 


of looking at them for their own.” The | 
child dropped a curteſy, and replied as 
follows: © The manner in which God 
LE created the world it is impoſſible for us 

- to conceive ; but we know it was as £ 
i eaſy for his Almighty Power, as it is | 
for us to give orders for any thing we 
| 5 wiſh to have done; for it is written, 
hls 4 e the word, and. it was done; oy 0 


mmanded, and it ood faſt.” 4 
8 Stanton then an ths the; 


15 ; expoſition and her nieces fat with . | 
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lent attention. until, it was concluded, 5 
and then returned to the grove. ex- 
. ceedingly chagrined | at the mortifica- 
tion they had drawn u upon themſelves. x 
| When they arrived at Mrs. Stanton 85 
they found che two little girls whoſe. | 
helpleſs ſituation had induced that lady 
to take them under her patri nage, and 
as they always were permitted to gather 
a portion of fruit every Sunday, they, . 
were ſent into the garden for that ur- 


poſe, and the Miſs. Stantons' fallomed, 


; 75 Fd ; «A 
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When the lade girls þ had 3 as 
many currants and gooſeberries as. r 
| thought proper, they entered, the ſum- 
mer houſe where the young ladies were 

ws. wh, unconſcious d of guad | 8 | 
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* 


them began et two wax dolls e 

| had in their hands. 1 
ked at what ni thought a pre- 
1 ſumptuous liberty, they defired thep you 
8+ children/to quit the ſummer houſe, and 
—_ .. - Kot ot ſang e RON) for young 
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ey were accuſtomed to re- 
ceive from the amiable Mrs, Stanton, 
that they were unable to repreſs the 
emotions it | Feng” and, "burſtin 
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ler PREY in Mrs. Stanton's character, 0 
"i it was Impoſſible for her to behold 
- Uſtres without feeling the 


deſire to re- 


unbounded þ 
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lieve it; the moment therefore ſhe ſaw 


her little favourites weeping, the en- 
quired into the cauſe of their affliction, 
with the utmoſt ſalicitude, and when 
the was made acquainted with it, ſhe 
joined the Miſs Stanton's, and, after ex- 
patiating ow the unamiable tendeney 
of pride, and conjuring them to conquer 


| a vice that muſt render them deſpica- 


ble, ſhe enquired whether they had ne= 
ver read the Hiſtory of Haman, ane 


ings of life, but in the end had deen | 
the means of its extinction; and, ben 
ing informed in the negative, ſhe 
ſired Harriet to Hoe N 1 and e. 


. 3 A : ' , 15 
wouln read it. | F 
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had not only incapaci- 
tated him from enjoying all the bleſs | 
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> Harries” 8 motions to fulfil 1 aunt's 
| injunGtina were ſo very, flow that Mrs. 
Stanton required the reaſon, and had 
che mortification of hearing that, inſtead 
of having been taught to venerate the 
precept contained in that ſacred book, 5 
| they. had imbibed an idea that it was | 
far ſuperior to their underſtanding, and ? 
|  thatithey could neither be improved. _ 
amuſed by peruſing it; Mrs. Stanton, 
_ ever anxious to make their duties appe: E 
their Pleaſures, mildly endeavoured, to 
convince- them of their error, © and to 
8 prove, ſaid ſhe, „ how falſe your pre- 
7 judices are, I will endeavour to recollect 
the ſtory I mentioned, and, I dare fay, 
5 ya 8 Wy allow chat it! 18 both nen 


45 7 23 * 
9 * Gy — a 4 
. 


1 N — x g i. . a | 
— 4. do 
6 i , L 
* — 5 > + 7 6 
9 , " N * ; ” . 3 n oy ” 
*-.. NES. 5. | 5 4 i : 
„„ IRE .— i — 
* 3 $5 N 2 * * * a x — x . r * * * 
1 * * * 7 Nia aft P 4 - * 4 
& : * * 6. : 4 a 1 Fg x 
; * BEST . 2 : 
* js 4 - 
” * 


1 


Schrrunk HISTORIES. 21 


CHAPTER "1 


THE STORY oF HAMAN. 


WI HEN the Perſia" empire was in 


alli its glory a prince ſat upon the throne . 


whoſe name was Ahaſuerus, who had 
married a very beautiful and amiable 
young woman that had been brought 
into Perſia by her uncle, who was A 
Jew ; but, knowing the Perfians had a 
diſlike to his whole tribe, he defſired 
his niece to keep her birth a wi * 
Efther, which was the name f this 
Perſian queen, was as good as ſhe Was 
beautiful, and attended to the precept 
of her worthy uncle, * much after Re 
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; exaltation as the had done in the days 
of her dependence upon his bounty. 


The uncle, who WAS calle Mordecai, | 


was a man of great principle and ſtrong 
integrity, he would have reſpected vir- 
tue in a cottage, and deſpiſed vice on A 


throne; and he refuſed to pay obelfance 


to Haman the king's prime miniſter, be- 


5 cauſe he knew he had acquired the dig- 


nity he had obtained by art, hy pocriſy, 
and diſſimulation] yet Haman | was ſo 


great a favourite with, his ſovereign; that 
he exalted him above all the princes of 


the, empire, and commanded that every 


knee ſhould bend before him; he was 


and endowed with riches; but theſe 
were inſufficient to compenſate for. the 


0 mortification he endured from Morde- | 


_ d%Jignificd with titles, laden with honours; - 
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ment, but, not ſatisfied with i 


SCRIPTURE b HISTORIES, 22 
cal's refuſal to- v him homage, and 


pire, was F of biunting the 
bang which was inflicted on wound 6 


— * 


8 was butt ious of his Sat. : 
and determined to diſplay his reſent-= ” 
Murdecai alone the victim of his wrath, 
he reſolved the whole tribe ſhould . 
fuffer for one man's offences. 


For this purpoſe the wicked 1 
fabricated a'tale 1 in urious to the whole 
race of which Mordecai was a member, . 
and informed the king | they deſpiſed - 
his. laws, abuſed his authority, - and 
{owed the ſeeds of di 
his peaceable ſubjects, and pk a * iety 


enſion amongſt 
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My A hls to fign a decree for” the ex- 
1 termination of the Jewiſh race in every 


. part of his kingdom, and ſend orders to MP 
PT: 4 the governors of the different provinces 1 
| for its execution. When Mordecai was I” 
made acquainted with this cruel man- 
date, he covered himſelf with lack 1 
255 | cloth, and preſented himſelf before the t 


b OY 


guten palace; Who, perceiving his 
5 mournful appearance and dejected 


7 5 countenance, ſent one of: her ſer- 
| ; 5 : N vants to enquire the cauſe of his ſorrow, 
245 and to offer him conſolation; but, 
5 when the heard the occaſion of his A- 
" fliction, and that her whole tribe were 
5 Ukely to be cut off through the baſe ® 
255 . «  infinuations of. the wicked Haman, the p 

- defi red her uncle would aſſemble all * 

ls s brethren « and falt oo 6 three cl 
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dio, in hopes their humiliation, before : 
the Lord, would incline them to com- 
paſſionate their forlorn fituation, MY 
render abortive the cruel Sega, of their | 


wicked enemy. i 


During the res the: queen and her : 
EF EEG: countrymen were praQifing 
this act of devotion, Haman Was ex 
aking in the ſucceſs of his inhuman 
plot, and anticipating with joy the arri- 
val of the day, when. not only the un- 
happy Mordecai, by but A his ui 5 
would periſh! lend bd tail anni. Baht | : 


HP EI > . 


At the expiration of the three E, | 
the queen had devoted to prayer © 
and faſting, 4 eee ee „ 
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1 8 vanity, and fo ſoothing | to Ajs 


7 pride, that he approached: the palace 
exulting in the idea of his own impor- 


tance, but when he reached the gate 
and perceived Mordecai fitting at it, 
without attempting to pay him the 
lighteſt reſpe& as he paſſed, his rage 
and mortification embittered all his Joy, 
and he partook of the Oe without 

OM its delight! ' W 
Exaſperatet at the inen of tnx. kis 
ann diſputed, and humbled by 
the affront that had been offered to his 
| nt for his friends 


* 


d from the king, 
and the whoarcolich: had been conferred 


pon him by the queen, declared himſe 


capable of enjoying either, whilſt one 
man ventured to * his W = by | 


| faving him TC 
| on enquiring of his 


f 
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Zeriſh, ſhocked at beholding ber buſ- 


| band's dejection, adviſed him to have a 


gibbet fifty cubits high immediately 


erected, and the next day to perſuade 


the king to give orders for Mordecai to 
be hanged upon it, and not wait until 
the arrival of the time when the king 
had! decreed the "Ne | . 18 a See 
This council was pleafing to her huſ- 
band, and Elaman n m 


nmediate or- 


but, in the mean tim ig was 
amuſing himſelf by reading the frcvihy > 
of remarkable events that had happened 


during his reign, and there diſcovered Mo 


that Mordecai had been the means of >, 


5 alfuſſinations and up- 


* N TV by Fe * * 
o . 1 : ; 2 . 5 me ; 
GR: {Js xs Fe 1 : IN 1 7 | * Kr 
« 5 - F * , . y * 
” l 5 15 J e — 
. - \ : - 2 Va ö : 
— dr . b < * 


> 


* 


2. SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 
| manner Kats had been rewanded for ſo 


_ great an action, was ſhocked at finding | 


| It had been entirely unnoticed ; ſending 


therefore for his miniſter, cc Haman, : 


| 8 ſaid he, 465 what ſhall be done to the 
man whom the king has a deſire _ 


honour JJ Re ER re IG TENN 
_ Haman, 1 the Ke could mids 
mean to beſtow new dignities upon 


himſelf, replied, « Let him be adorned 
1 5 with, the” crown. which the king wears 


upon his head wad. with the apparel that | 


. his royal perſon ; let him ride 
upon the king's horſe, and let the horſe _ 


be led through the ſtreets by one of — 


firſt men about the court, and proclaim 
ee that the king delights to honour 
hin. But, how agonizing. muſt his 
anden n been, when the king 1 in- 
"50 . c . 


SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 1 © 
formed him theſe dignittes were to. be 


conferred upon the man whom he de- 
teſted, and defired him to ſee that every 


thing was conducted i in the manner 11 


: had mentioned. 


Unable to ſupport ſo cruel a mortifi- 
cation he returned to his houſe, a prey | 


to ſorrow; mortification, and deſpair ! r 


0 Indeed, aunt,” ſaid Sophia, est is 


a very pretty tory, and, I muſt fay, 1 

think the wicked Haman was finely 
knmbled for all his pride. Oh E what a 
rage he was in, I dare ſay, when he faw 
poor Mordecai dreſſed out in all tle 95 


king's fine cloaths!** 
4 But you have not allowed me to 
complete the ſtory,” ſaid Mrs. Stanton, 


«and therefore I muſt treſpaſs a little 5 


Ne on your patience, 3; /þ 3 3 e 
2. FA, TY ; * 
2 „ . 1 8 10 
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Ft 


33 You recollect, I told you, chat 


Eſther was a very lovely young woman, 
| whoſe, charms had won. the king's af- 


fection, and induced him to raiſe her, 
from an humble ſituation, to fit upon 


the throne of one of the greateſt em- 


alone, it is not likely ſhe would haye 


attained . ſuch greatneſs, for the king 
was much more captivated by the re- 


5 finements of her ſentiments, than he had 
| been by the 


aty of her n and 


deſired ſhe would allow him an. [= 


tunity of evincing the ar; of 75 


regard, by complying with any*requeſt 
; the thought proper to make, promiſing 
to grant it, even iS: ſhe ſhould dns and 
48 half of his gin”: | WEE 1 
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SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. = 4 
Eſther, delighted at this proof of the 
king s favour, threw herſelf on her 


knees before him, and i in the moſt pa- 
| thetic language diſcloſed the whole of 
| the wicked Haman's deſigns, beſeech- 


ing him to revoke the cruel | decree 5 
which threatened ** extermination of *Y 
all her tribe! 

| Dxaſperated at FER 3 of 88 
reachery and inhumanity, the 5 
king immediately ſent For him into his 
preſence, and ſternly accuſed bim of 85 
all his crime n e, to * 


niſter': 8 


: it | ſhould ods by 1 | . 
| he had cauſed to ol 


i ciected Pu the amiable Mordecai. - 


= In the hiſtory which I SO ; 


Wen my. dear a ai Gaid Mrs. i Soar PLS 


* 


1 


Mordecai's refuſal was a ſourct of di 
quietude, and at length induced him to 
form the ſhock 
| tending his reſentment to the innocent 
and e 3 a fuch e an exertion 


3 


22 SCRIPTURE: -HISTORIES. 
; 8 you muſt perceive the dreadful 


effects which attend the indulgence of a 


| leading paſhon. Had Haman | ſubdued 
that natural propenſity to pride, which 
fo ſtron gly marked his character, he 
55 . might long have enjoyed thoſe dignities, 
his royal maſter ſhowered upon him, 
and if he had not filled his ſation with 
credit, at leaſt he might have avoided 

N diſgrace ; but, from the moment of his 
exaltation, his happineſs was deftroyed | 

| by the trifling circumſtance of one R 
: _ man 8 ſcorn, and though hundreds were 


daily bowing down before him, yet 


king reſolution of ex- 


0 of 


7 > FEA . 
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of inhuman cruelty the Am e 


would not ſuffer to go unpuniſhed, and, 
| attending to the prayers of theſe faithful 
people, who truſted in his mercy, and 


implored his protection, averted the 
evil which the malice of Haman had 
deſigned, and ſuffered him to receive 


the puni iſhment due to the ; of 
his crimes. * | 


And now,“ continued Mrs. Sm 


ton, „I hope you are convinced that 
the Bible contains both inſtruction and 


entertainment; but, a4 * never a 


the Sacred Hiſtories Which it contains, 
"withou? having my mind impreſſed with 
a kind of religious awe, * would not 


ap! you” have ac. 


ES * 


with you to read it un 


quired ſuch a reliſh for the duties af: 


| religion as will incline you-both. to ve-- : 


„ | C 5 


ON 


3 
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nerate and admire the eee it con- 
" tains.” | 
At chat moment . Stanton per- 
ccived Mr. Luton, che rector of the 
pariſh, approaching, who always paſſed 
the Sunday at the Grove, and, quitting 


| her nieces, ſhe immediately joined him. 
The ſentiments their aunt had ex- 

| preſſe) were ſo different to. what Har- 
riet and Sophia had been accuſtomed to 
best, that it was impaſſi ble for them 
not to make an impreſſion on their 
minds, and they began to think they 

| had entertained very erroneous opinions 
* the Bible, „and reſolved to afk t | 1 
aunt to at them another ſtory out 
ol it on the following Sunday. 
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"1 | ar an 1 Howe: one morning, as I 


" © 8. Stanton and her nieces were going 
4 | 10. pay their accuſtomed viſit to the 74 
to children at the Sunday ſchool, their 
m cars were accoſted by the violent ſcreams _- 1 
cir of a little girl, who, they perceived, TOE 
ey woman, was endeavouring to drag to- 
ons wards the houle, but Who appeared. to 
be reſiſting with Ap the Trend deter- 
I . g 4 FRY pace, 
. | and, catching the tle e * the 8 


— 


# 


- entrrunn msronrts: 


arm, demanded, in a tone of evident 


| diſpleaſure, the reaſon of ſuch indecent. . 
; behaviour. 


1 „ 74 + 


Sally Self-will Rad been too muck 
occupied by her determination of coun-- 
: . her mother's wiſhes to attend 
to furrounding objects, and therefore 
bad not perceived Mrs. Stanton until 
ſhe was accoſted: by ber, but the found: 
. her well-known voice acted a8 2 
5 charm upon her incontrolable paſſions, 
and; evidently. kurt at having been de- 
tected in ſuch. a diſgraceful ſituation by | 
| the only perſon whoſe. $00 hs the 
was anxious to obtain, ſhe ſtood petri | 
| fied with affonifhiment, ab 


hs ine * 
pable c of replying to Mrs: Stanton's in 
ee a ; but the mother, making ' 
| pt faid, 0 Indeed; 8 believe, M* 
„„ $9 ©: | Vale, 


E 


ron | HISTORIES: 9" 
Madam, this naughty girl's 5 obſtinacy 

and paſſion will be the death of me at 
| laſt 4 oy whenever I bid her do what 
ſhe does not like, T ah ays: have this 
noice and piece of work, and, inſtead 
of being a comfort to me, God knows, 
me is my greateſt ſorrow for, ſuch an 
undutiful child no mother, E think, ever 
? had before. 5 When: my poor huſband | 
L was alive, to be ſure he ood: manage ; 

: her”; but, fince he has been taken from 
me, no ſoul can make her do what they i | 
y wiſh unleſs ſhe 1s in the right mind for 
8 t.“ Here the unhappy mother burſt | 
into tears, and began bewailing the loſs 


were two of the beſt children in the 
world, "_ never e e her to med A ve 


| of her Sukey and Polly, why" the aud, 


H. 
* * a "2 * 
«Os r Feed > Se nn = 
THE 4 * WE p a : f Mrs. ; 
* 


Nes ren 3 ſhe had. never 

- _eomplained to her of ejntpAtibibey in * 
Sally's temper, and bein 

the poor creature was fearful it might 

have ccaſ her benefactreſs to 

withdraw her ſupport,' ſh aſſured her 

Fa * would have a contrary | effect, as he 
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pleaka . ſhe- would 1 follow 1 
. 0 mak room. 
The childre 
Stanton 8 — were agua 
| ying chat pH by alight brown 
Ku gown, little ſtraw hat 
2 ibbons ; and the anniver 


Fa 


| SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. =—39 
being preſented with the badges of their 
patroneſs's bounty was a day of the 
greateſt feſtivity and delight, and was to 
occur on the Thurſday after Sally Self- 
will. had been detected in ſuch unduti · 


ful behaviour to her unfortunate —_ 
| ther. 


ir s paſſion had extended to the ſchool 
3 room, where the reſt of 0 the children 
- WF were ſitting, and had attracted them to 
the window, to obſerve whence the noiſe q 
had aroſe ; but, as ſoon as Mrs. Stan- 
s. den entered, they all hurried to their dif- 
d ferentplaces, and began looking over the 
taſks that had been given them to learn. 
= Wal, my little nee 0 ** 


The violent effects * this een . 
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| E ppoſe you have witneſſed the dreadful t 
proof of folly and diſobedience which E 
Sally Self-will has juſt diſplayed ; and 1 n 

hope it will Be a means of deterring 7 


all of you from a fimilar mode of con e 
duct; and, inſtead of following the ex- 4 
ample of diſobedience which ſhe has ſet, g 
you: will all endeavour to ſurpaſs each © 
other in the practice of __ and the 0 
| 1 les of obedience: N 5 a 
Wn had hoped, nd; Mee. 85 
Stanton, „ thät none of the children d 
undder eee were ſo ignorant I bi 
of the duties of religion and the laws of a 
: nature as to be capable off tranſgreſſing ſe 
8 In ſo effential a point as that of deſpiſing in 
ttie authority of a parent; for, next to pe 
the reverence which we owe our Maker, an 
5 is the. fubm Va on which * have a E he 
5 „ | to 
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to claim, and- to behave towards them 
even with inattention ts a failing of the 
higheſt nature; but to de eſpiſe their Pre- 
e and oppoſe their authority, is a 
crime offenſive in the eye of nn 


and wilt certainly draw. down | 5 
geance it ſo juſtly merits. For my 
own part, I have ſo great an abhorrence | 
of the crime, that if Sally Self-will were 
a few years older, I ſhould" certainly 
expel her from « our r little ſociety, from 
thinking her an äbfolute dilgracs to it: 
but, as I hope ſhe 1 a through igno- 
rance rather than intention,” I ſhal h 

ſent to her remaining fix months longer 
in it, if ſhe will promiſe, during that 
period, totally to reform her conduct, 
and, inſtead of increaſing the load of . 
her r poor mothet's — endeavdur 2 
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2s a fign of her own contrition, inſtead 


| L m be i a, the trial of her goo 
| behaviour.” 3 


N Mrs. Stanton to revoke her reſolution, 
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by her: dutiful and affectionate beha- 
viour, to lighten them: but, that it 
may deter others from ſubjecting them- 
ſelves to @'mark of public ſhame, and, 


ring in a new brown gown 
on n Thurſday, 1 ſhall give orders for her 

to have a black one, which ſhe. muſt 
r until the expiration of the time that 


a e in een de 1 


for ſhe was told ſhe. muſt for ever forfeit 
her e reſs 8 rte. or wie 


pee being e che 
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Ker they would render themſelves: by a 

vant of it, Mrs. Stanton told them ſhe 
would relate a ſtory out of the Bible 
for their imitation, which would con- 
vince them, that the Almighty beheld 
the actions of thoſe who were dutiful to 
their parents with an eye of compla- 

cency, and, proſpered all their under- 
takings ; For therefore, continued Mrs. 
Stanton, if you had no better motive 8 
2 for doing right, than - the proſpect of 8 ; | 
d FWfucceeding in your deſign, I ſhould 
1, ſuppoſe that. would be an inducement 


it for you to practiſe it; but, I muſt tell 
ou, that the amiable young womans 
T whoſe hiſtory I am going to relate, Was 


of only daughter-in-law to the perſon _ 
> whom ſhe evinced ſo much duty and 
2 e. ad; ny; could not. be . 
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bound to her by ſuch ase ties as 
fubfiſt i in a nearer connection. 


THE STORY oF RUTH. 


| 755 Many years before the birth of « 
| | Saviopr, there was ſo dreadful a famine 
in the land of Bethlehem, that the 


wretched inhabitants were compelled to 
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fly i into foreign countries for that ſup- 
port which the ſterility of their 1 native 
: Iand denied them. ee 


lid _ * "Amongſt che number of thoſe We 
14 were driven to this fad reſource was 2 
an of the name of Elimelech, who 


takir 4 his wife and two ſons with him, 
8 went into à diſtant country; called 
2 Moab "and | tis fons . time | after 
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aavomen whoſe names were Ruth and 


: rpha, to whom they were united. 
About ten years after their reſidence 
mongſt the Moabites, Elimelech fell 
ick and e ed; and 1 poor Naomi, his wi- 
low, had Carte) y recovered- the ſhock 
8 ſuſtained for her huſband, before 
zel he had the misfortune to be deprived. 


ation of miſery, that human nature 


ut the Almighty, compaſſionating her. 


10 
ater in the perſon of her daughter, 
| Ruth, who, by tender. ſoothingsand un- 
1 feared attentions, | at length, withdrew | 
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4 he mind of her mother-in-law from the. 
ontemplation of her misfortunes, and 
aled nh chat — * ch 
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f both her ſons. This was an accumu- 
ould ſcarcely. ſtain with fortitude; , 


10 orlorn fituation, raiſed her up a com- 
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F . e of her huſband and children. Y 


mi to avoid becoming very much 
5 attached to 1 amiable a young 
woman as Ruth, yet as the had left 


lehem, her heart naturally ſighed after 
thoſe tender connections, and hearing 

f that the famine had entirely ſubfided, 
and that Bethlehem regained its former 
5 | fruitfulneſs, ſhe reſolved to quit Moab 
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id have been buried in the 


Although it was impoſſible for Nao- 


many friends and relations in Beth. 


id return to that country where" ſhi 
ad-pafſed the happieſt days of her ex. 
| ittence ; cle her intentions to het 
daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpha, the 
expreſſed her —— 0 
them for all their kindneſſes, and, if 
embracing e them W wiſhed them 


dat e which thei merits ſo 
july deſerved. 


Orpha felt concerned at the intended 


departure of the mother-in-law, 


g 0 
8 would have wiſhed her to belie- 
ft 


counter. „„ * - 
It was in Wa qhit Aha nicks 
ade her daughter from leaving her 


perſu L 
friends and connections, to ſhare the lot 


510 exiſtence, according to the common 
courſe of nature, could only be pro- 
tracted to a few ſhort ny 3 for wy 


wih 


of an unfortunate old woman, whoſe 


of her reſolution, ſhe reſolved to follow r 
her, and by her attentions leſſen the fa _ 

| tigue which muſt neceſſarily attend ſo 
long a journey, and which à woman, at 
her time of Mah . 5 
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ahh. este e ee of affection 
and eſteem, declared her reſolution ne- 
ver to forſake the mother of her huſ- 


arrived at Bethlehem, at the beginning 

ol the barley harveſt, and poor Naomi 
Was 10 altered by time, and worn out by 
misfortunes, that her friends and rela- 

tions ſcarcely: reta 
ber perſon. 


— pe Bethlehem, yet in CC LLIEQUENC 
huis having been ſo many years abſent 
8 from: that eee his widow: receiyed 


band, but by the moſt unwearied at- 
tentions and tender aſſiduities to en- 


deavour to make the evening of her days 
paſs away in peaceful e and 


undiſturbed repoſe. 1 . | f 
. Aﬀter a long and tedious iawen they 


ir el a eme of 


Although E Elichelech had a mall chats ? 
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no 
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ri advamage' from i. and was G6: 
d her a rt eben — | 
os corn for their mutual ſuppbrt: 
| The little cottage which Nuoint "I 
; choſen for her reſidence was near che 
. abode of a relation of 3 her h a 


whoſe  extenſivepolliſions and irn ne 


V r chH dered as ne 
Z Hof the richeſt men in Bethlehem“ A e 
uv W When Ruth was inform: 0 
y lationſhip that ſubſiſted between 
man and her ee ee „We e ] 
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When Boaz, which. was ASIA name of 
chis rich man, walked into his fields 
ö to, review: his. labourers; his eyes were 
ſta ly attracted by the modeſt diffi- 
dence and native ſimplicity of the beau- 
teous 5 gleaner, and he inſtantly enquired 
her hip of the ſervants who attended 
Dn da e IE 92 

: If ag : had 8 captivated, by 7 tho 
loyelineſs of [ker pe rſon, how 5 was he 
0 charmed by the deſcr ption he heard of 
"her. filial tenderneſs, and he. inſtantly 


Grfired the 1 p pers not to bind the uſual 


of corn into ſheaves, but to. 
leaves an ample | 
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n for her to glean; 
f and, 
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and, after « requeſting her to > partake; of. 75 


the food that was prepared for his Ou 
family, he preſented her. with fix bu- 


ſhels of barley as a e for her mo- . 


wer in dan. „ 


The more Fey reflected. upon 1190 N 


had given of duty and . 


fe, the > ſtronger became his attach-⸗ 25 
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ment to her, and, conſcious that % : 
amiable | a daughter muſt become n 
excellent wife, he determined to marry 
her; but it was the cuſtom at that time, 


for t. 


if. a man died and left a young widox 
the neareſt relation of the huſband 


to purchaſe the eſtates, and to marry, e 
the wife; and, 25 there. was one perſon _ 5 
in Bethlehem who, was nearer related to 


OLE OT than Boar, he | was i 1 
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Aa KAMI hot, bes biet to Srarry 
inclihation! Ker le dete med 
ininlediately to apply to the man 10 
wWhormnz according to the laws of the 
country, Ruth was to belong, and had 
the happineſs of hearing him refuſe to 
_ marry her, through fear of Having Af. 
cond family, and by that” means NNE 
his preſent children. Dog "era OFT INE 
Delighited At chis Sen gte. he 
inen y went to Naomi's 8 houſe, and, 


after declaring His affection, and Pro- 


feſſing his eſteem, he became the haf- 
band: of one of the ine araiable young 


rs, 44 "1: l 
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poor mother, 3 is ſk . in duch an un- 
fortunate, fituation 25 Naomi Was, for 
the bas eff 5 huſband and r 
LED Lt bo e 


»j*, True, my love, replied Mes, Sun- 


ton, but, alas! that poor creature 26 


has not been bleſſed with one comfort 
to compenſate her afflictions, for 
the being Who ought to ſoothe her ſor- 
rows, has ſhamefully augmented them; 


but ” muſt obſerve,” continued Mrs. 
Stanton, 1 how the bleſſing of Heaven 


followed pcs filial attentions of the Wir“! 


revanded, even in this world, for few 4 N 
tiful behaviour.” Then turning ee tn 8 


reſt of the hide, ſhe ſaid, cc She | 
oped. the 8 . had juſt heard 
„„ 2 3 e w uld _ 


; alt to treat their parents pol 
Aud affection, and after again Merten 
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her cave, and returned to 


Sally 8 I-will to reform her condu 
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had been tanght to believerit fight sse 
fay their prayers' morniiig ald & 
yet they performed that piece of devo- 

100 more from Babit, than duty, "x W 
knew not that all addr ſles to the deity 5 05 8 
unleſs. inspired by the true ſpfrit or 
Chriſt : are rather calchlated te 
„than to . His 
4,46 ate 107:4ca Ae Age: 
kay oblrihay p 
3 the „Aer prayers, inſtead 
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of being intent upon the they 
were engaged in, their eyes would be 
7 5 2855 6 * A. 3 wandering 1 
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| wandering. from: one indifferent object 
to another, and whilſt they were praiſing 
me the Lord with their lips, their hearts 
were far from hihi; and, one evening 


ing inftrumentgl to y our 
| es ſor Men. Se "ot 9g © 


in particular, he perceived. Harriet 
taking the pins out jof ther frock whilſt 


. dhe gs in the very act of devotion. 
1 nen hurt at this Want of de- 
end gener, abe Mament they aroſe from 
== derne eee words: 


of humiliation; ſhe ad- 


That Lam intereſted in [ your! bs 


pineſs,,my beloved girl, I hope by this 
| time „yen ase fully 1 convinced, but 
whilſt I am anxious to promote: your 
Pane Wge the, hope f be- 


welfare. * f 
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= 115 6 that the goodneſ ” 
of our Supreme Benefactor, is diſplayedin 


all his-works, and the heart chat can con- 
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template with cold indifference, the 


nanimate dbjects of creation, is dead 
ome of the moſt refined ſenſations ! 


nimate works js the: ene how 
ought theſe [emotions to iner 
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© If then we are formed. by nature to 
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bending before his throne; yet he re- 


gards the petition of the bangt 


every prayer which is offered up in ſe- 
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cret (if ſpringing from a pious heart), 


is liſtened to by him, and every tear 
that falls from the penitent eye, is 
viewed with TO oye the * 
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bo ce A remarkable ee is re- 
corded of the Almighty's attention to 
1 of the humble in the New 5 


city of Cæſarea there ("BER a B ain: 


was & benevolent and a good n 
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this conduct was fo 
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td; Harriet was io hurt at the 1 | 
riority of her gn appearance, that the 
ſmiles of good humour were ſucceeded 
by the clouds of diſcontent; and ſhe 
was ſo very croſs, that poor Sophia 
could et nor OG to . 
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I ſhould. be the west ens 


3 ah _ 1 1 _ 
her. aunt” 8 abſence. .* At & W 5s * 
As ſoon as the ſaw. Mrs. 


* 


turning, he left cher, 


tears in her eyes, i ee be we 
ben tag off the dreſs her 
had giv aa, ceenſpa n 
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ag there, 708 enrious A vey r 
ltere character, but iß Lwere 
you to make any alteratior in gene dus 


bak as. — Auing withes | 


nA 


© 3 


cdurmenance expreſſive of iN-humour,” hs 


- 


vy, and ee 1 . neee 


jet.“ 
let, 
. 


Mrs. deere, T news voice 
0 en eder of aff | e een ” Wh e ing 


hop; ans | hive 
a generous and amiable diſpofi- 
|| Hott but to ropine at their Proſperity 


Ow" and diſcontent, vo had -evinced 
EDD | | | 15 : a de- 
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a degree of ſatisfactio at lady Harcourt's | 

; Pu of affeQion towards your ſiſter, 5 
E d partaken of the pleaſure the muſt -—o 
e nlalteny feel at believing ſhs had a. 
8 quired the good opinion of ſo amiable a — 
s woman; but; how different has been 
in your conduct upon this occafion you 
ur have not only een envious of 1 


FS r . 


to e ea dem to eſtimate — | 
ed real value; for, I had defired Mrs 


OG; 


122 q 
— 2 
* w —— 


j— —ꝙ«4!z̃ 4 — — 
5 5 — y- 
9 7 n 
r 4 3 — 
— 
= 
_ mtg. Toy ee =O, 


"naked to your ſiſten sand that q. 0 


 eqmpleted by chat time:; but, the poor 
| SARS: ane en een e 


and allow: Mrs, Smith to execute the 


d eee | 


reaſon-{ withes, her not ix N . 
day, f fan cying yours} Won 


mags 80 Saber cheap nam, amen 
tothe Þ 113 aheux 05 
bsdhef it Was comtritian;ogt Ailapr 
poiutment, - that; occaſioned; Harriet? 
| tears I canngtupretend! U fy. hut dhe 
ir nter silent dit, of: r A 
bebongtit her dug te Nas yer gf 


uns aha upnbet vexer be TchRaed, 


ae dan bad, been einen, buy Mes. 
8 f 5 Stanton 
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chirong Bison en 
Stanton was inflexihle, from — 
it neceſſary to irnprefs her mind withran 


ited of a vice that would at once h 


render her deſpicable and unhappy. 


From the time of the Miſs Se 


Bible for their edificatien e 
ment; and this practice WAS attended 
with ee an effect, that thi 
nXious” to peruſe it ebemnlelves, 
zeen averſe! to it for 


A. - 


merly been conſiderec 
berelöre always kepr the Bible lack 
up in her book” caſe and 0b 4 
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artival at the Grove, 'theiravihtl had re- 
3 every Sunday Wine, related 
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to her aunt's diſſatisfaction, | Mrs. Stan 
ton ſent for her into her library, and: ad- 
dreſſed: her in the following 


"and produce. the effect I wiſh,, I am not 


15 naturally calculated to deſtroy che 
"repoſe. of that boſom, w 
eee * to enter h 


* 


een ans this FED ar 
Harriet had conducted | herſelf- ſo much 


11 flatter myſelf, my dear Har- 
chat} that what I ſaid this morning will 
make a laſti 


ngipproflion on your mind 


going to renew the ſubject as a mark of 
Ra diſpleaſure, but © my ſolicitude. I 
6 T he deſpicable paſſion of envy, is 


of envy will be fatal to your happineſs. 
In that book, which you once imagined 
was neither calculated to improve nor 
entertain you, is recorded a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the alarming height to which 
d jealouſy and envy will ariſe, if not 
ot checked in its firſt appearance, and, as 


u- inform Mrs. Stanton that one of her 5 

ot poor neighbours had juſt met with a & 
oſt I terrible accident, by 2 fall from his „ BF 
on horſe; and as ſhe practiſed the moſt 7 | 
ſelf ative erde, ſhe n gen co N . 

ſe; „„ 3 


aſc ; FIR as breaking an Anette air 
proves fatal to life, ſo the malign effects 8 


AS- 
; Se 


of Wl it is applicable to Four. own conduct, I 
Harriet, 4 will endeavour to MOHR * 


* ee at + that mortent a to) 


— 


5 ; ; Heard thr thre ree of 
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© Nis aulittande, leaving her nieces © 


anxious expectation of her return. e 


= x 


RE She did not re-appear for eh "San 
an Hour, as, Uke the Good Samaritan, 


ö bad been Lane eil into the 
5 wounds of the afflicted, r 


5 ae prac- 
| tice of the moſt refined ings 10 


*. 


FR 
b 


* 6: 


quired: 4 pleafure in its perfor =: 
and from being cold and inlenſible to 
the miſery of others, had attained a re- 
th for acts of liberality, they” en- 
quired therefore after Joe Cörbet's fitu- 


A 


wie little Stanton had; by degrees, ac- 


ation with the utinöft folititude of tori- | 


dernefs and feeling; and, when they 
üs ribs were broken, 
5 ant that ne was otherwiſe wy ben 


SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, 2 


we they immediately propoſed | 
making him an allowance out of their 
pocket money. Mrs. Stanton was much 5 
delighted at this proof of their genero- : 
fity, and- perceiving that Sophia was 
endeavouring to hide the tear which. 


was trembling in her eye, ſhe caught | 


her to her boſom, and told her, that 5805 
compaſſion was an emotion of which 
ſhe might never be aſhamed, for he 
tear of ſympathy was ornamental [to the 
eye, both of youth and age. i REL 
After having given them dhe whole of 
| hiſtory} of Joe Corbet's accident, the 7 
yielded to. their intreaties, | and related 


the es they al peed, 


[4 4 F 3 ws : 4» 
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+472 DHAPTER VI. 
THE SPORT. OF * JOSEPH. - | 


0 Is the ür Canaan the lived a W, 
Be virtuous and religious man, whoſe name IH 
was Jacob. The Almighty profpered Wt 

| his undertaking, and bleſſed him with fi 

a numerous family; ; but out of all his Ip. 
7 children Joſeph was his favourite, for th 
2h his diſpoſition! was more amiable” than pe 
5 any of his brothers', and, as a reward Wis 
for bis good conduct, his father bought ö 
kim a beautiful coat, without giving 
them the ſame indulgence. This cir- 
Ro ren called forth | theip envy | and 


SCRIBTURE HISTORIES. „ 
M-will, and, inſtead of endeavouring to 
imitate the virtues which had attracted 


their father's affection, they looked 
upon their brother as their rival, and 


were unworthy of receiving. 


was greatly augmented by his having 
two very fingular dreams, which were 
thought to foretel his future greatneſs; : 
for, before our bleſſed Saviour's ap- 


pearance upon earth, when the minds of 


envied him that tenderneſs Wien wy. 


This unnatural diſlike to their brother I 


the people were either darkened by 5 
1 perſtition, or enveloped in a cloud of . 


1 isnorance, the 

t ouchfafed to impart a boorlecge of 

g Watvre events by the aid of dreams; and 
4 1 had 8850 daa &; . n x 5 : 


i 3 3 


„ 
. * 


” % SLE 5 
- £ * - ” . — 
; * 6 VG 21 18 2 5 3 * 5 2 2 8 . 
Imighty ſometimes 
| K 


SR. " SCRIPTURE HIST@RIES. 


gious lad, he received-that "nin of 
| God's, peculiar favou. 
: Joſeph was the GY TRE one of 
1 Fes ſons; his father was a man of 
= large Property, in poſſeſſion of nume- 
| Tous flocks of ſheep and herds of. cattle; 
and the elder ſons were ſent to She⸗ 
\ chem to take care of and attend them. 
. Surely, aunt,” ſaid Harriet, « that 
was very ſtrange! 5 
1 In thoſe days, my love 5 nah" Mrs 
= 8 the life of a ſhepherd and 
85 h. ſbandman were conſidered in a diffe- 
BEE rent li ght to what they are at preſent 
be it was rather thought an honourabi 
5 0 "than difaraceful employment and even 
33 che daughters of men who poſſeſſed th 
1 largeſt property occupied their time i 
1 — aching their fathers" flocks —But 


3; * , . * 
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return to cle ſubject from which We 
have digreſſed. n e 


As Jacob had not heard any ching of 


his elder ſons for ſome time, and was 


anxious after their health, he expreſſed 


his ſolicitude to Joſeph, Who imme- 


diately offered to go to Shechem and . 


relieve the uneaſineſs of his father, by. 


obtaining a knowledge of his brother's 


welfare. Accordingly, he made inftant I 
Preparations for his departure, and, 


ith a heart glowing with. fraternal ten» 


derneſs, ſet out upon | his journey, in- 


dulging the idea of convey ing happineſs 


to the breaſt of his amiable father, by _ 


informing him of his brothers welfare. 


But when thofe wicked men: beheld him 
at 4 Aiſtance; inſtead "of-- feeling, grati- | . 
fied at _ ſight of ſo. near PA relating © | 
mm 2 2 T they 


the malign influence of 


444544 * n » 
7 8 — < * * 
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| they began murmuring unt their fa- 


ther for his partiality, and the cout 


which Jacob, in his fondneſs, had be- 
5 towed upon him, was inſtantly brought 
to their imagination. At that | moment 


438 urged | 


v7 them to the perpetration of a deed, that 
; at once evinced the de cruelty of their 

8 hearts, and the barbariſm of their na- 
OE tures; and the recollection of the 
dreams which had foretold their bro- 

| cher s future 3 7 0 recurring to their 
memory, they imme nediately Propo ed | 
deſtroying a life which had been ſpent 

in acts of kindneſs and fraternal love ; 

at the ſame time reſolving; to tell 


heit 


5 father ſome wild beaſt had been his 
5 deſtroyer! But Reuben, his eldeſt bro · 
3 8 ſhrunk from the horrid 8 and 


' SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, be 79 


didn uaded them from the inhuman! in | 
tention, adviſing them to put him into 


a pit and leave him there, reſolving fo 
reſcue him but. of it, and take him 0 1 
his father. . 5 C = 
This advice Was attended to, and, | ; Y 
after. ripping off the coat which had 5 SY | Z 
given them ſo much diſquiet, they. killed = 
a young kid, and dipped it in the blood, - 
. fabricating. a falſehood, to impoſe. upon 115 a 4 | | 


5 their father 8 credulity, and prevent = 
lim from ſuſpedting 1 the. e of their OTE = 
[1 conduct. „ | | | 
© MW Soon after the Narren a 55 Py 
, a0 of inhamanity they perceived a bod) EZ; 67 

of. merchants, approaching, who, they He 


% W knew, were in the habit of purchaſing BL 
Y Hlaves, which induced them to alter RNs 
| W their plan, and, inſtead of n their fs 
3 RE 24 88 bro- 


66 5 SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. | 
brother to the cruelty of wild Beide 6 or 


the horror of famine, they refolved to 


ti him to them; accordingly they let 
down Topes to Joſeph, and deſired him 
to tie them round his waiſt; and by 
that means he was drawn out of the pit, 


5 and then ſold to the merchants + ol 


twenty pieces of filver. 


e But how came Reuben, aunt, * faid 


155 Sophia, ec tO Tet them fell him; for 5 
5 thought Be intended to deliver r him out 


; of the pit?“ 

That was his intention, replied Mrs. 

l wk, but he was not with them at 

: that time; and ſoon after, when he 
; went to the pit, happy in the idea of 


e relieving kim from his forlorn fi ituation, 


is diftreſs at not finding him there 


: 5 anibunted abſolutely to agony"; : "and the 
Neg es daes 


« 


' SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. = „ 
idea of what his poor father would en- 
dure was ronch:mate afflictive than his 
own. concern, and rendered his diſtreſs 
| almoft inſupportable. - : | | 855 
I will not attempt a deferi iption/ of 
Tavis s ſufferings. when he beheld the 
coat of. his darting for beſmeared with | 
blood, and rent into flits ;; ſuffice it to 
i ſay, that all attempts: to comfort him 
[ were ineffectual, and that from the : 
„ dmoment he heard the dreadful. ridings 
I of bis death, his heart was a-firanger to 
happiness, and his mind to repoſe.” 
e i. de mean time Joſeph, after arte. 
e 4ions journey; arrived in Egypt and was 
Hold to Potiphar, a captain, in the kings 
guards;; there he might have heen ver, 
| happy, if tus reflection of Nhat his fa: 
ther muſk endure had not are upon 


1 2 his | 


* 


8 Wee of e praghfivg r 


0 82 senm 

his ſpirits 2 embittered 1 ſatis- 
faction; however, he truſted in Hea- 
ven, and relying upon the protection of 
the Almighty, looked forward to the 

arrival of that period, which would re- 
ſtore him to the enjoyment of thoſe ten- 


| der endearments chat N conftitated 
7 his greateſt felicity! 


1 the purity 6. Jo- 


1 ſeph s mind, and the gentleneſs of his 
5 manners, he had the misfortune to find 


er's wiſe, who, in- 
irtue herſelf, de- 
| ſpiſed the appearance' of it in o hets, and 
a moſt artful falſification, contrived 

8 m huſband's s credulity, 
2h and to lt forth” bis reſemtment z Ad} 


a amiable manners attracted the affection . 
of the keeper, and he received indul- Li 


two ſervants of the king were ſent to 


affliction, and upon hearing it pr * 
* een their * had two *. 


— 
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to be thrown into priſon, where his 


1 

gences which none of the other Wan 
0 

ners could enjoy. op e 6g = 
During the time of his Sande i= 


priſon. under the charge of having com- 
mitted acts of in juftice ; and, when Jo. 

ſeph went into their room one morning 7 
he was aſtoniſhed at obſerving marks „ 
the utmoſt diſtreſs and anxiety upon 

their countenances; and, being 1 © 
temper that naturally inclined. him to 5 
participate i in the woes of others, ten- 

derly enquired into the cauſe of their 


n BF eee 
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en dreams, he deſired : they 
would relate them. ; 

. Whilſt they were deſcribing the cir- 
cumſtances that perplexed them, J Joſeph 
Was offering an inward prayer to the 
Lord, beſeeching him to enlighten his 
mind and enable him to explain the 
dreams which occaſioned his fellow Pri- 
ſoners ſa much anxiety. The Almighity 

attended to his prayer, and Joſeph fore- 
told the events that would happen ex- 
actly in the manner in e af- 
. terwards occurred. MTS: 
© Some time after this: Pharcaky . 
of Egypt, had two very ſingular dreams 
Which baffled the {kill of thoſe who 
made the interpretation of them their 
peculiar ſtudy; ; and theſe dreams made 
Fuch an impreſſion upon the mind of 
: the 


TB 


- 
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the king that he was abſolutely wretched 
; when he found no one could explain 


them; but, at length, the butler who . 
had been in priſon with Joſeph recol- 
lected his having. interpreted his dream 


and that of his fellow ſervant; ; and, 


informing his royal maſter of the cir= 


cumſtance, Jofeph was immediately ſent 


for, and carried into He preſents of 


the king. 


It i is not ech er me to deſcribe | 


CES 


1 was, „chat 8 were to be en by” 
Fears of great plenty, and after. thoſe, 


ſeven of total ſcarcity, which was likely 
to be attended with the moſt dreadful 
confequences; I but. Joſeph: adviſed. the Ko 
king to make ſore man of great ability, 2 

governor over 0 whole agg, „ that he | 
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mi icht purchaſe the corn in the years of 


abundance, and lay it up in Kore houſes 
m—_— thoſe of barrenneſs.” oo 7 


This council was fo pleaſing to the | 
king and was fo ſtrong a proof of the 


fagacity of Joſeph's underſtanding, that 
he inſtantiy beſt 


towed upon him the: im- 


8 portant ſituation he had recommended 
5 neceſſary for another, and Joſeph, 


from the m ifery of a priſon, was almoſt 
exalted to the poſſe Mon of 4 throne, for 


his power was unlimited, and his au- 
thority equal to the king” 8. 


Vet this ſudden reverſe of fortune 


neither fuelled him with pride, nor in- 
ſpired him with prefu 


umption, for reli- 


| gion height ened the ſatisfaction of pro- 
8 ſperity, and all his actions teſtified a 


benevolent heart! When he 


banc an 
8 looked 


5 


»* 
* 
© 


ed 


he conſidere 


of ape had pine of corn in his 


gers which are incident to a ſtate of p 


an. 4 ek RR Hh” g 
The —— which. FEE had 2 
foretold were exactly fulfilled, and the 
famine was * an that it e | 


When Jacob heard 1 that the 8 


schlrrunz HISTORIES: er 
| looked round-on * ant he enjoyed 27 
flowed, and, "conducted. by the light 
of thue religion, he avoided thoſe dan- 
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* beheld eien le dd, heart at- 
tracted by the bonds of alfection, but, 
conſcious of their ill-treatnient, he re- 
folved not to diſcloſe his relationfhip 
immediately, but ſpeak tor them in a 
manner that would prevent their having 


any ſuſpicion of it : though ſurrounded 


as he was with pomp and ſplendour, it 
was not likely, after the expi ration of ſo 
many years, they ſhould: trace. a reſem- 
1 blance between the governor of Egypt, 
and the unfortunate youth, whom they 
* ſold as a bond ſlave | 4316 


But as the reflection of an act af: hu» 


manity brings a; ſenſation of delight to 
the boſom which inſpired it, ſa is the 


retroſpęction of an act of. eruelty at- 


| wende with horror and 
| the en Joſeph 1 a 


& 
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a tone of anger, TY accuſed” ther of 
being ſpies in the country, for the pur- 


poſe of obſerving its barrenneſs, - they 
became ſenfible of the cruelty of their 


on conduct, and, trembling at his 
power, ſaid one to another, © The Lord 
has ſuffered this diſtreſs to fall upon us ; 


for our inhumanity to our brother, | 
whole prayers we- heard without com- 
paſſion, and whoſe tears we beheld with 
indignation. and feorn- 775 coroxod 


After aſſuring the governor theyw were 


not ſpies, and making him acquainted FR, 


with the nature of their buſineſs, they 
informed him whoſe" ſons they were” 
and deſcribed their ſituation and their 


family; and when Joſeph heard that 


his father was ftill alive, and in good 
# » * f 1 N as 0 — by 8 


youngeſt 
moſt pathetic, exclamation, . declaring 
| * he Was e bereaved of Simeon 
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tion of delight; but, pretending not to 
believe the circumſtances they had re- 
ated, he refuſed to credit their aſſer- 
tions, unleſs they brought their youngeſt 
brother, who, they had informed, him, 
was left at home with their father. 0 
This deſire of their brother gave them 
the utmoſt diſquietude from knowing 
their father's affe ction for the lad, _ 
his reſolution not to part from 
however, they were compelled to return 


again to Canaan, and leave their bro- 


- ther Simeon as an hoſtage for. the Per- 


mance of their promiſe. Fees 
When Jacob heard the governor had 
Infiſted, upon ſeeing Benjamin, his 


3 


ſon, he broke out into the 


PF 494 
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min alſo, it would bring down his grey 


bairs with ſorrow to the grave! 


At length, by the perſuatians bf his. 


co he conſented to. Benjamin's going 
with chem, and preſſing him to his bo- 


ſom, in an agony of grief, recommended 


him to: the protection of Heaven, and 
the care of his brothers, and retiring to 


his apartment, gave way to the ae 
Gistrellgg apprehenſions. | > 
When they returned into e a 


8 Benjamin 40 Joſeph's s fraternal - ; 


feelings were of that tender nature, that 


| he was obliged to quit the room, to diſ- 
| guiſe, his emotion, and: ſhed tears unob-. 


a entertaining cem wich 1 ute 


moſt eee and refuſing, to 76+. . 13 


a6 ©. 


5. ©. 
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and Joſeph, and that if he loſt Benja- 
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ceive any recompence for the purchaſes | 
they had mate, he told them they were 


at liberty to depart; but privately or- 


| dered his ſteward to put 2 ſilver cup 
into a ſack which contained the corn 


that was mo vows” the aſs which Ben- 
ON rode. e 
They had not WES a Wer "a" 


When they were overtaken by the ſtew- 


ard, who accuſed them of having ſtolen: 
his maſter' 8 cup; ; conſcious of their i in- 


nocence, hey not only denied the 


5 charge, but declared, if it was found 


upon any of them, ths perſon on whom 
it was diſcovered ſhould- immediately 
| become bondman to the governor.” 
The ſteward began by examining the 
fack 'of the eldeſt; and: proceeded until 
6-t0' 15 vogel, when, to 
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aſtoniſhment and conſternation of them 
” all, the cup was diſcovered: 


To deſcribe their agony or diftreſs 5 115 


impoſſible, they returned again to the 
houſe of their brother, and throwing 


themſelves at his feet. beſought his 
compaſſion, and es | IR . 


When J ofeph. beheld. 5 poignancy” 


of their diſtreſs, he was no longer able 


to wear the maſk of * ſeverity, but deſiring 
his attendants to, leave the room, he fell 


upon the neck of his brother. Benjamin, 
and ſhedding tears of tenderneſs, ex- | 
claimed, I am. Joſe ph 17. 


_ -Scarcely,, had: he protioyniedl + the 
name, when an univerſal wembling 
ſeized them, and; confſeious of their, own 


inhumanity, they expected to receive 
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964  SORIPTURE HISTORIES, 
the puniſhment that was due to their 
crimes, and imagined the cruelty they 
had ſhown their unoffending brother 
would now revert upon their own 
heads ; but the moment Joſeph beheld 
their apprehenſion, i in the ſofteſt tones of 
tenderneſs, he beſought them to aſſuage 
4 their fears, and, embracing them alter- | 
nately, requeſted they would forget 
1 their former conduct, affuring them 
he confidered his having been ſold as 
wy Have, the moſt providential circum- 
tance that could have happened, as it 
had been the means of his reſcuing His 
77 family from the power of famine, and 
i made them humble inſtruments f in the 


. band e of Mel 0 Kaen e is | advance! 
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© SCRIPTURE HISTORIES: 96 
He then loaded them with valuable 
preſents to his father, and, ſending for 


him and all his family into Egypt, gave 
them poſſeſſions i in the moſt cultivated 
part of the e 54 

Indeed, aunt, * ſaid Harriet, 661 


am much obliged to you for the ary; 


and I promiſe you it ſhall be a leſſon 8 


me never to feel envious at my ſiſter * 
good fortune.“ 
I rejoice at hearing you have for ned 


ſo good a reſolution, my love, raglii | 
Mrs. Stanton, and flatter myſelf you be 
will ſee the neceſſity there is for check- 
ing every unamiable propenſity before 
it acquires an aſcendency over you, by : 
the impreſſive influence of habit ; for, | . 
when once we ſuffer ourſelves to become 

| . 5 + 5 8. 5 
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CHAPTER vn. 


As; Mrs. Saen was apprehenfixe bis” 
nieces might regret the loſs of that gaie- 
ty they had enjoyed in their father's fa- 
mily, the frequently engaged Eliza Lu- 
don to paſs a week or two at the Grove, 
and the young folks had imperceptibly 
grown ſo attached to her ſociety, that 
whenever ſhe was abſent they ſeemed to 
hank loſt the reliſh Mes all other Nm 

Io this intimer bad contindtötd Is 22 
about ſix months a putrid fever proved 
fatal to poor Eliza, and Harriet and So- 


* whale . kat were very ſtrong, | 
P- %%% > . : | re 1 | 


9s SO TURE HISTORIES. 
5 refuſed all conſolation. It was in vain 
that Mrs. Stanton attempted to draw 
them into ſociety, or to point out the 
neceſſity of ſubmitting to the ways of 
Heaven, for they ſeemed to think the 
loſs of their friend was the ſevereſt miſ- 
bortune that ever * ned a human 
: Ont the 5 Ce i after the 
funeral of his daughter, Mr, Luton 
paid h his accuſtomed viſit to Mrs. Stan- 
ton; his heart was ſoftened by: a recent 
loſs, and the tears of parental tenderneſs 
trembled-1 in his expreſſive. eyes. 

The moment Harriet and Sophia be- 
= held him; inſtead of endeavouring to 
ho repreſs their. own emotions in pity to 
his ſuperior diſtreſs; they yielded to the 
violence of - NEG: ſenſations, and burſt⸗ 


5 
A 


\ 


, — 


ing 
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ing into a flood of tears, abſolutely | 


ſobbed Menue . : 
My dear girls,” ſaid Mr. Luton 


alder a momentary pauſe, „this proof 
of your affection to the memory of my 
loved Eliza, is flattering to me as a fa 
cher, but painful as a Chriſtian, as I am 


apprehenſive this violent indulgence of 
grief may be diſpleaſing to that I 
to whoſe decrees we ought implicitly to 
bow, and to whoſe authority we oughtt 
unrepining to ſalmit. The loſs we have 


all ſuſtained,” ; continued Mr. Latong. : 
Sas of a nature to call forth both our 
forrow and regret, for ſuch virtues as 
| my Eliza poſſeſſed were calculated to 
inſpire. tenderneſs and ſecure eſteem ; 3 
and I muſt ever lament that ſo fair a. 
7 bloſſom was cut off. * it was Tulfers 


— 
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ed to Aiden into fruit; but, my dear 
children, we ought to look around us 
and obſerve the numberleſs bleſſings | 
1 which we yet enjoy, and, inſtead of 
conftantly repining at our loſs, endea- 
vour to deſerve thoſe comforts. which 
we {till retain.“ 
Although the children dad to 
MEN feeling admonition, yet their tears 


Pe continued to flow, and their agitation | 


_ ſeemed to increaſe, which: Mrs. Stanton 
obſerving, aid, © We 'are all apt to 
imagine our own diſtreſſes are more ſe⸗ 
vere than our neighbour 650 but I will 
| relate, ſome time or other, the misfor- 1 
tunes of a man, who is mentioned in 

Sacred Hiſtory 4s having endured 

greater calamities than human nature 
: ſeemed er, of en and yet 


5 ſup- 
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: ſupported them with a reſignation that 
at once calls forth our 3 and 
inſures our eſteem. N 1 8 
The children immediately waſh 
wiping their eyes, and as Mr. Luton re- 
queſted their curiofity might be imme- 
diately gratified, Mrs. Stanton 7 = 
ceeded as follows : 3s RE ns 1 | 


i 
a. | oe. he 
22 0 * . 2 ö = 8 - b 1 
T STORY OF s. 
8 | 5 


A great — of © years ago chit 
dveelt 1 in the land of Uz a man whoſe _ 
name was Job ; and of all the charac- | 
ters that are handed down for the im- 
i NS 1 mens ſeems org : 
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eo  * SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 
upright man, one that feared God, and 
« avoided evil. 
+ His virtues Las to receive their 
reward even in this world, for all his 


undertakings proſpered. His family 
was large, his poſſeſſions extenſive, and 


his flocks and herds numerous. In 
ſhort, he was reputed to be the richeſt 
man in the eaſtern nations. I cannot 
give you a more ſublime account of his 


- happineſs than in his own words : \ « Oh! 


that I were as in months paſt, as in the 
days when God preſerved me; when 
His candle n upon my head, and 
when 2 his light I walked through. 
darkneſs : : as I was in the days of my 
_ youth, ain the ſecret of God: was upon 
my tabernacle; when the ne was 
8 with me; * * children were 

40 „ oh about 


# 
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"away 2 When I. waſhed, my Reps 15 


with wa and the rock. Pane me 
out rivers of oil; when 1 went out to 
| the gate through the city; 3 when 1 pre- 
pared my ſeat in the ſtreet! The young 
men ſaw me, and hid themſelves ; ; and 
the aged aroſe and ſtood up: the 
princes refrained talking, and laid their 
hand on their mouth. The nobles held 


their peace, and their tongue cleaved 


to the roof of their mouth. When the 
ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and 
when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to 
me: Au I delivered the poor chat 


cried, and the fatherleſs,' and him that m 


had none to help him. The bleſſing of 
Him that was. 


read y to periſh came upol 


me; ny 1 oy rr widow s heart 4 


| du 1 . 


* 3 5 


and _ 


* 


* 
* 


„„ a7” coir 2 7 


and it clothed me: — 8 was 
robe and a diadem. 1 was eyes to 
the blind; and feet was 1 to the lame. 
I was a father to the poor: and the 
_ Eaſe which 1 knew not 1 ſearched. out; 
and I brake the jaus of the, wicked, and 
plucked the ſpoil out of his teeth. Then 
I faid, I ſhall die in my neſt, and Trhall 
multiply my days as the ſand. My root 
us ſpread out by the 29 eee 
dew lay all night upon my branch. N 
glory was freſh in me, and my bow was 
renewed in my hand. Unto me men 1 
3 gave ear, and waited, and kept filence 
At my counſel ; after ae, they 
ſpake not again; and my ſpeech drop- 
ene * Se 8 drk, re for 


| ith . as ah hs ts rain. 
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If I laughed « on them they believed if 
not; and the light of my countenance - 


they caſt not down. I choſe out their 


way, and fat chief, and dwelt as a king 
in the nr, as one that comforteth Rs: 
mourners.” 13 


But the n was at ki re- 


ſolved to make trial of his faith, and 


diſcover whether his conduct would be 
as praiſe-worthy in adverſity as it had 
been amiable in proſperity: 

One day, when his eldeſt ſon hi 


"made a grand entertainment, and in- 75 


vated his fix brothers and three ſiſters. to 


partake of it, Job's affections were per- 
culiarly raiſed towards that Being who : 
had capes ſuch bleſſings upon him 


heart he was "co: 


5 cmplaing ae n e of his pol- : 
ak” LOSS i 
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ſeſſions, when a meſſenger came run- 
ning after him t6 inform him that, as 
the oxen were plowing in the field the 
Sabines, (a warlike ſet of people,) fell 
upon them, and deſtroyed them with 
the edge of the ſword. This was me- 
lancholy intelligence; for, out of five 
hundred yoke of oxen, not one was 
ſaved; but, before Job could reflect 
upon the evil, he perceived another 
meſſenger approaching, and was in- 
formed tliat the lightning had fallen 
from heaven and | deſtroyed all his nu 
merous flocks of ſheep: . At that mo- 
ment another herald of diſtreſs preſented 
himſelf to his view, and told him that 
- the Chaldeans had attacked the keepers 
of the camels, and becauſe they had 


Sys to hes his Property, Jay 


barbarity, and they had carried all the 


camels with them into Chaldea. This 
accumulation of calamity was ſuſficient. | 


to try the fortitude of any man; but 
Job neither murmured nor repined at 
the ways of Heaven, ant was juſt re- 


5 5 flecting upon the happineſs he ſtill en- 
N Joyed.1 in the poſſeſſion of ten amiable 5 
8 children, when a fourth meſſenger ap- 8 


peared before him, whoſe agitated coun- 
tenance and trembling; ſteps too plainly 


enquire into the nature of his embaſſy, 
in agonizing expectation he awaited che 
_ diſeloſuxe of his melancholy tale, and 
too ſoon had the miſery of hearing, that 


A tempeſtuous wind had levelled to the 
ground the manſion that contained the 


F 0 | ' moſt 


had all fallen victims to thin inhuman : 


foretold ſome dire. calamity. . Unable to 
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moſt valuable of Bis treaſures, a at 
one moment deſtroyed thoſe lives 

which he * as we er than 
his c,, 

Thus, in the FREE of. a few ſhort 
| 3 was that unfortunate man re- 
duced from a ſtate. of the higheſt afflu- 
ence to one of abſolute indigence, and 

| from being the happy father of ten 
amiable children to the forlorm miſery 
. of a childleſs ftate ! . 
| Melancholy as this picture i, ih 
a ſtill deſtined to more ſevere dif- 
treſſes; a dreadful difeaſe pervaded his 
whale frame, and to the agony of a 
wounded mind, was ele torture 
ol a diſordered body. 
8 th wy fituation could by een to 
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tions of a wife, it was that to which 


4 ob was reduced, but even that comfort 
was denied him, for, inſtead of her at- 
tempting to conſole him under his af- 
flictions, ſhe was exaſperated at perceiv- | 


ing he ſubmitted: to them without re- 
pining, and endeavoured to -perſuade 
him to curſe the Hand that had afflicted 
him. te t 


nation with which he ſuſtained them, 
he rewarded a virtue n was Cap: 


cumulation of nn ; and, in WO 
courſe of a few! years he bleſt him with 
off ſſions and more numerous 
than | he was maſter af WARNE he 


When the Almighty witneſfed his 
ſufferings, and beheld the mild reſig- 
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| thoſe he had loſt, and prolonged his ex- 
iſtence to an uncommon date, for he 
© lived to ſee his ſons'. Jons: even to Tour 
generations. 

* The hiſtory, arbick 1 have jut re- 
lated, my beloved girls,” ſaid Mrs. 
Stanton, 1s. admirably. calculated to - 
teach patience under adverſity, and re eli, - 
ance under di/treſs ; and, when you. hear 
of a man having ſuffered ſuch ſevere 
misfortunes without murmuring at the 

iſpenſations of Heaven, it ought to 
e you bluſh at having indul ged ſuch 
immoderate ſorrow; but, do not ima- 
gine I would wiſh: to diſcourage: ſenſibi 
_" for it is Aa pets 8 
grac 
be = of i it, evinces 5 acold 4 heart, 
tute of one af the moſt ua 
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6k belong to that age. All J require 
of you is, to endeavour to ſubdue that 
uncontrolable ſorrow, that abſolutely 
unfits you for every enjoyment of life, 
and reflect, that though you have rea- 


ſon to lament your friend's removal, ie 


has cauſe to rejoice at it; for ſuch amia- 


ble virtues, as ſhe poſſeſſed, cannot 
fail of having been crowned with their 
reward in that kingdom where bliſs is 


ſupreme, and happineſs unbounded: P?'+ 


| ERC „F ER | 1 29 „ 
Tes, aunt,” ſaid Harriet, endea- 


vouring to ſuppreſs her emotion, 5 Fum 
ſure Eliza muſt be happy, becauſe ſhe 


was ſo good, and ſhe often uſed to talk 


to us about going to Heaven; and, Tx 


hope,” continued ſhe, with a figh, «my 4 
poor papa is there, but, 1. doubt, he 


| 3 thought d was ſuch a place, 
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plied Mrs. Stanton, © was unfortunately 


PTURE HISTORIES, 
for he never uſed to tell We and - 


: {elf about it.” 


ul Your papa's time, my love,” re 


{ſo occupied by pleafure and diſſipation, 
that he was incapable of devoting any 


part of it to your improvement, but reſt 
aſſured, he was fully convinced of the 
ſoul's e. for that idea extends 
to th remote and uncivilized na- 
tions; it gains admittance into the mind 
both of the ſavage and philoſopher, and 


has its riſe in an inſtinctive ſenſation 
that is implanted in the human breaſt, 


Ln with en 1 15 to 


happen to them hereafter; but, the 


 teſureQion of Chriſt from the grave, 


— - 
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was intended to prove that death is not 
2 final extinction of life, and by 
aſcending into Heaven, before ſo many 

witneſſes, he gave abſolute teſtimony of 

the ſoul's tranſition from this world into | 
the region of the blefſed ! therefore, I 
again repeat, my dear Harriet, that it 


is impoſſible for the human mind to 
indulge a doubt of futurity; and, I flat- 
ter myſelf, if your poor father were alive, 
he would It the Juſtneſs of 
my aſſertion.” | 
The intereſting ſubject was then adi 
ped, and after Mr. Luton had drank his 
tea, he took his leave, finding his ſpi- 


rits too much depreſſed to allow him to 
feel intereſted in any converſation; and 


Harriet and Sophia, after promiſing ta 
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- CHAPTER. VM. 


; THE natural gentleneſs of Mrs. Stan 
ton's diſpoſition, has been ſo conſpicu- 
ous in all her actions, that I need not 
inform my young readers, her heart was 
incapable of ſeverity; and inſtead-of en- 
| deavyouring to intimidate her nieces 
againſt the commiſſion of evil; ſhe ra- 
ther choſe to allure * to the W 
of Sood. be n 5 
_ She "7 Sade in a — cnt 
ſubdued their natural propenſity to 
pride, bad inſpired them with a reliſn 
for the duties of religion, checked the 
progreſs of envy, and taught them tile 
N 1 5 . __ uſeful 
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5 mentioned. ; 


were no more on the bed, ſhe « 

the fineſt in his next production might 

be ſent to her ladyſhip; but juſt as this 
Eden was at its full growth, it ſuddenly 
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wehe leſſon of reſignation; but, ſhe 
no- diſcovered they were prone to the 


commiſſion of two vices more deſpica- 


- 


ble than any which has been already 


When lady Harcourt called upon 80 
phia, ſhe had beſtowed ſuch praiſe upon 
a melon, that Mrs. Stanton had defired 
her gardner to put one into the carriage; 
but, as the man informed her there 


and all a d to r 


N As the melon had been taken on the 
Sunday, both Harriet and Sophia had 


thrown 
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thrown out oblique hints, that i it was 
poſſible the unfortunate children, wWhom 
Mrs. Stanton's bounty ſupported, might 


fruit; but, perceiving their aunt was 
diſpleaſed at ſuch a ſuggeſtion, they bee 
ame ſilent, and the loſs of the melon 
1 vas forgotten; but, on the following 5 
, I Sunday morning, when the ſervant car- 
e ried in their clean pockets and removed 
4 weir dir 

it 


y ones, 4 yellow ſtain had ſo 
entirely diſcoloured them, 'that it was 1 
difficult to believe they bad once been 

1 white. Juſt as Betty was coming out ß 
r che room, Mrs. Stanton accidentally by 


paſſed the door, and glancing her eye at. 
the pockets, which hung on the ſervant's 
arm, was ſoon convinced of their dif- | 
n conduct.” 


5 A 8 


: Shocked 


have longed for a taſte of ſuch delicious 5 


# 


. - Shocked at this ak of 2 want 
of principle, ſhe for ſome moments he- 


ſitated how ſhe. ſhould conduct herſelf, 


5 but after a little reflection, reſolved not 


to tax them with the commit ion of. an. 
| at, which they had once proteſted they 

had not the Wehen knowledge of; 

but, 5 endeavour to make their own 
hearts condemn. them, and urge them 
to the acknowledgement of their fault ; 
accordingly, Mrs. Stanton obſerved - a 
total filence during the whole day up- 
on a ſubject that gave her the molt ſe- 
| rious, uneaſineſs; z but by the coldneſs of 
her manner, ſhe teſtified a diſpleaſure, 
which her nieces were at a loſs to ac- 
count or, though they could not help | 
fearing ſhe had by ſome. means diſco- 
vered the deſpicable. part they had 
Lag dogs hae ated, 
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acted, and expreſſed their apprehen- 
fions to Mis Butler, who, in fact had 


„ been the entire promoter of the ſcheme. - 
t When the uſual hour arrived that 
n Mrs. Stanton was kind enough to en- 
y deavour to improve and entertain them , 


ö; Harriet, in a timid tone, enquired, if 
n ſhe was unwell ? or whether ſhe would 
not indulge them with their accuſtomed 
I® | recreation? ; ; 9 . 
I am not . Harriet, fſaid Mrs. 
Salt « but I am unhappy 3 'E T have”. 
ſomething | upon my mind, that has gi- 
ven me the moſt ſerious uneafineſs; but 
L will endeavour to diveſt myſelf of the 
ic- idea, and recollect ſome ſtory, out of - 
clp 1 Sacred hiſtory, that I think moſt a 
o- calculated for your improvement.” . 
had After a momentary relle, N Stan- 1 


ed, : 3 | Sg : ton 
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ton proceeded : * Amongſt the various 
charact ers which 1 have held up for 
Four obſervation, either to allure. you 
do the practice of virtue, or to give you 
A diſtaſte to vice, 1 have not introduced 

| any to your knowledge, that at once 
Points out the heinous crime of falſehood, 
or the dreadful I that has ate 
tended i its perpetration.””. 

The ſudden glow of 8 Sal 
e overſpread the features of the 
culprits, which Mrs. Stanton pretending | 
not to obſerve, proceeded; „ 14.4 have 

not in a particular manner, endeavoured 


to impreſs your minds with an abhor- 
rence of that deſpicable vice, it has pro- 
cceded from believing vou were inca- 
Td of practiſing . itz but the ftory I 
W to Aalate "vill more. : folly J 
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evince the Almighty” s abhorrence of 
that crime, than any argument: I can 


make uſe of againſt it. 


ſudden paleneſs ſoon ſucceeded; but 


H er ps the following words + 


+ 


t 

1 vu STORY OF ANANIAS- 
2 AND SAPPHIRA, | | 

d 


Almighty. power, performed ſome won- 
OY derous miracles, were atlength-thrown © 


I inte e, by the lieh 1 a; Jem. 


The crimſon hue which had indi- 
cated ſhame, forſook their checks, and a. 


Mrs. Stanton ſtill appeared inattentive 
to the roſe-ſtriking- ſymptoms of guilt 
and apprehenfion, and proceeded with 


P 1 and aloha, two apoſtle wa 
bleſſed Saviour, having, through his/ 1 


„ 


F 2 
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ſalem, from an apprehenſion that | has; 4 
eloquence, and the cures they performed, 


* 


would be a means of converting all the 8 
Jews, and making chem become Chriſ- 


tians; but when they were brought be- 
fore the judgement. feat, Annas and 


| 5 Caiaphas, the high. priefts, finding 1 
one to appear againſt them, charged 


them to avoid preaching the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and then releaſed them; but 5 
Peter and John, unmindful of their 
commands, continued to invite fim e 


re to repentance, and to baptize them in. 


the name of the Lord Jeſus; and, ſo 
ſtrong was. the, influence they obtained, 


over the minds of the people, that many 


of the rich Jews ſold their poſſeſſions and 


BT; delivered 4 the money into the: ue 


4 " 
e bande 
8 7 A * (8 4 8 1 4 * $5 
8 ea N 
* 
0 ; 


o a 
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hands, that they ae diſpoſe WF" it to 
the poor and needy: - 


- Amongſt thoſe, who \ alopted! this 


practice was 4 rich man whoſe: name 21 
3 


was Ananias ; ; but, his motive was 
eftentation, not benevolence, and he agreed 
with his wife to ſecure part of the pro- 


perty for their own uſe, and to tell the 
apoſtles chat they gave every farthing of © 
ir to the poor 3 but, no ſooner had A. 
nanias delivered the money into tlie 1 
hands of Peter, than he enquired what * 
had induced him to keep back any part 2 
of it > for as the gift had been volun- 


tary, there was no occaſion for decep- 


tion, and though he might impoſe upon 5 
men; he could not deceive his Maker! 


Scarcely had Peter pro ounced thoſe. 
alarming words, than the Almi ghtys 


6 2 . reſent⸗ 


. - 
© % 5 . ” 2 
# 5 v * w* . 
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reſentment. againſt deception and lies, . 
vas fatally diſplayed upon the wretched 
 Ananias, Who, trembling, fearful, and 
diſmayed, had fallen lifeleſs at 1 
les ß Tens CTY 
This dreadful inſtance of che; power 
of God filled the minds of thoſe; that 7 
| beheld;i it, with alarm and apprehenſion, 
and whilſt they were reflecting upon his 
divine nature, Sapphira, the wife of An- 
nanias, not knowing, what had befallen 
wibs id, preſented herſelf before 
e who immediately, aſked. her! if . 
the 1 12 and had ſold: for the ſum Ananias by 
had named, or Whether it had not 
- fetched. a greater; Sapphira adhering to 
dhe dn that had been formed between 
nſtan . eee her 80 | 
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band's falſehood, and, partner wy om 
- guilt,” became ſo in his puniſhment ! Et 
* Oh! aunt,” exclaimed Harriet, 
5 Ster puis with a ſenſe of her own 
guilt, and did ſhe die. wo?” N 
"6 Yes,” replied Mrs. Stanton, 6 and 
the ſame people who were juſt returning | ; 

from burying the body of her huſband 
received and interred her lifeleſs form”. | 
J cannot, cannot, conceal by,” : ſaid 5 


Sophia, rifing from her ſeat and throwin 8 


herſelf at the feet of Mrs. Stanton, 


© Oh! my dear, dear aunt, we have 
been quite as wicked As: Ananias and 
Sapphira, for it was us that took the me- 
lon, though we were 1 o naughty as "OE 
ns or 


- © But indeed; aunt, 25 aid Harriet, 


falling into the fame poſture of humifi- . 
„ 3 | 1 85 - ation 7 


1 SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 
pf ation that her ſiſter had done, we ne- 
ve, never will be guilty of ſuch a crime 
again, and we ſhould not have thought 
of it if Miſs Butler had not perſuaded 
us to it.” | 
5 8 8 penitence,” Wer) Mrs. Stan- 
l bon, in a calm, but reſerved tone of 
Nice, << gives me reaſon to hope that 

your promiſes are fincere ; but 1 con- 
feſs I have been ſo. hurt at your dupli- | 
city, and ſo, wounded at finding you 
capable: of falſehood, that I know not 
when my ſpirits will r egain their uſual 
chearfulneſs, for I had fancied: you had 
loved me too well either to deceive, or 
Pain me z. but, as this is the firſt time I 
have detected you in a crime, which of 
al others I mo ablor, I will endeavour 
ao forget it, and Kine che bene that ? 4 
" 


Heaven! ; 
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"SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, 7 
8 you are now ſenfible of its enormity, 
vou will for ever avoid its practice, and 
"remember, that though evil deeds may 
be concealed from the knowledge of the 
world, ris are ſtill _ to the 5 of 
l And, barely, 1 need not tell you 
c * the great Father of the univerſe. 
has -implanted a monitor within the 5 


human «breaſt which urges us to the 


practice of virtue, and reproves us when 
ve ſtray into the path of vice, and at 
the ſame time ſuggeſts that there is a 
natural connection between guilt and 


puniſhment, that thoſe who are not 4 . 
terred from ſin, by the princ iple of "FE 


"right, may be ſo by the dread of that 
een which muſt attend the do- 
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EY truth! In all your proceedings be open 


«] e my dear girls,” | ned 
Mrs Stanton, ſoftening her tone of 
voice, © accuſtomed myſelf. to think 


boy diſſimulation in youth was the fore- 


ner of perfidy in old age! I muſt, 
therefore, intreat you to guard your 


boſoms againſt the intruſion of that fa- 
tal omen of future depravity, and, as 
vou value the approbation of Heaven, 


cultivate the love of candour and of 


* 


and direct, and remember, that inge- 
nuity. poſſeſſes. a powerful charm, and 
carries an apology for almoſt every 
1 5 failing. The. path of truth i 1s ſafe. and 
plain, but that of falſehood, mazy and | 
« ; zatricate 3 one artifice unayoidably leads 


on to another, until the labyrinth en- 


Re ae and you are left ene in | 


AY 


your oi ſnare ; beſides; deceft betrays - 


a littleneſs of mind, and is the reſource. 
of one, who has not cane to avom 
his failings. | | 


ö © Perfection 1s | incompatible 8 _ 


© || human nature, and a thouſand allows. 


ances are made for the failings of youth, 


to which riper years cannot appez 


f | rors of the head, when I am once con- 1 
n i vinced the heart has no ſhare in them; 5 


but, As another inſtance. of the puniſh- / 


ment that attended deceit and falſe- He! 


E 

"Y 

Ty ff hood, has this. moment occurred to r 
od | ima ination, J wil relate it, in order to 
ads 


impreſs your minds with an abhorrence 
of thoſe. vices, and a dread of God's: 


a 
* ne „ 


> ſhelter; and I can eaſily forgive the er- Us 91 


Ws hs 
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CHAPTER X. 


Pg 


bd e OF HA 


Fs 


_ (AAMAN; a captain in the 18 of 
fy Syria's army, was a man of large for- 


. 
: " 


tune and great authority ; ; he was a fa- 
vourite of the king, and beloved by the 


ſoldiery; ; but he was incapable of en- 
Jovying either the gifts of fortune or the 
miles of his prince, through a dread- 
Ful diſeaſe, that ſpread over his Whole 

15 body. Remedies had been ſought, and 


v1 IC1ans applied to, but all in vain. 


1 length, a female ſervant of his wife 
Informed him there was a 1 in 
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Samaria,” whom God had enabled to 
perform moſt miraculous cures, and 
who, ſhe doubted not, would recover 
him from his leproſy. ; 

Accordingly, Naaman prepared fot 


the] journey, and took with him a great 


retinue, and ten talents of filver, fix 
"thouſand pieces of gold, and ten changes 
of raiment, to reward the prophet * 


: aſe of his recovery. 6 


When he arrived at he abode of 


Eliſha, he ſent i in one of his attendants, 


to inform him of the nature of his bu- | 


ſineſs, waiting in his carriage, me ad} 
nee to go to him. 

But Eliſha deſired the meſſenger to 
tell his maſter to waſh ſeven times in 


he river 4 ordan, and de e be re. 


3 
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„As. Naaman was a very rich man, and 


had always been treated with the moſt 
profound reſpect, he felt _mortified at 
| the prophet's want of it, and refuſed to 
apply the remedy which had been pre- 
ſeribed, believing it too ſimple to be 
efficacious, but, by the perſuafion of 
bis attendants, he went down to the 
giver, and er ee a 


cure | 1! 


= 


On Nhe himſelf 8 ta health, 


: and, grateful for the ineſtimable bleſ- 
ling, he immediately returned to the 


houſe of Eliſha, and, after acknowledg- 


ing the power, and praiſing the good- 
neſs of the God whom the prophet wor- 
ſhipped, he requeſted he would receive 
1 the e he had brought for his accep- | 


tance ; but Eliſha rom the ſlighteſt 
N „„ reward; 


reward; nas 8 n defired leave 
to preſent two mules to his ſervant, he 
would not permit him to accept them. 
| Gehazi, the prophet's s ſervant, was 
exceedingly. mortified at being pre- 


vented benefiting by the generoſity of . 
Naaman; and, imagining he could de- | | 
.ceive. him, and impoſe a fictitious. tale 
upon the Syrian, he ran after the car- 
riage, and informed him, that two young 
men, ſons of prophets, were come from 
Mount Ephraim to viſit his maſter, who, 

not being able to entertain them as he — | 

wiſhed, requeſted he would ſend bim 

E two talents of filver and two: changes af 


2 indebted to, 


5 raiment. e e e 
Naum, app te return. 8 chile 
5 | to * man ae h he felt himſelf, fo, eh Fr | 


ker. Be, 


_ human heart, 


/ » * 
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ſervants to carry the things which” 
7 Hbazi had required to Eliſha's kovle; 
but when they arrived at the city, Ge- 
Bhazi took the filver and the dreſſes 
From the ſervants of Naaman, and, re- 
Z queſting a friend to let them remain 
under his care, appeared before kis 
' maſter elated at the ſacceſs of his 
ſcheme, and, unfuſpicious of its being 
detected, when Eliſha enquired where 
he had been, confidently alfured him ; 
he had not left his houſe, 


— 8 


be prophet then, in an angry tone, 
| enquired whether he had not known 
that the ſame infpiration of Heaven 
which bad enabled him to cure the 
ranger s leproſy could alſo enable him 
to diſcover the ſecret * movings of the 


ind to know that he had 
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impoſed a falſehood npon the Syrian 7 
and, continued he, for this diſgracefut 


conduct, the leproſy of Naaman ſhall 
cleave to thee; and, before Gehazi 
could requeſt his maſter to avert ſo 


dreadful an evil from falling upon him, 


bis whole body was covered with that 


dreadful diſeaſe, and he quitted the 


prophet's preſence to bewail a misfor- 
tune which he had brought upon him- 
elf by the ſhocking \ vice of deceit and 
falſehood. | 4 0 
„But pray, aunt, cs "it 


how was it poſiible for the prophet to 
| know that Gehazi had been running af. 


* 


" Naaman's carriage ; 


Jou know my love,” repl 1 4 Mrs. 


Stanton, that gs 1 is ; peible Y 
wil 
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uu God, andi it was him who! eo 
| " it to the prophet.” CC 05-4 t6f 6 
I do not exactly undlerſtand⸗ ” faid 
Rong what being A We n 
A prophet was a man,” ſaid Mrs. 
5 Stanton, 8 whoſe rectitude of life and 
-purity of manners, had ſo far obtained 
the favour of the Almigh ty, as to re- 
to inſtruct 
the e and to reform the wicked; 
and to impreſs 1 more ſtron gly the idea 
of their acting under the power of Hea- 
ven upon the minds of thoſe they 
taught, they were ſuffered to perform 
the moſſ aſtoniſhing miracles, and do 
things which never could have been ac- 
daes nat "Tye the ad * their 
ms e hich 
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py The: Almighty not only attended to 
| "theirs prayers, but had a peculiar regard 
to the ſafety of their perſons; guarded 
by his Almighty protection, they were 
enabled to ſurmount both difficulty and 
danger ; the very elements were ſubſer- 
vient to their controul, and the moſt 
ſavage beaſts became gentle as lambs 
before them. A remarkable inſtance of 
this is recorded of the prophet Daniel, 
who was encloſed within a lions den, yet 
received no injury from his fierce com- 
panions; but, I would wiſh to impreſs 
your minds with a belief, that the good 


are always bleſt with the protection of | 


Heaven, and may at. all times expect. to 
be indulged with God's peculiar care,” 


The children requeſted their aunt 
would tell them about Daniel's being in 
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rs. Stanton findin 


the lions“ den; but 
the hour gre m late, promi ſed them tliat in- 
dulgence on the followi Sunday; ; and 

after once more eſting forgiveneſs 

and promiſing not to offend again, ey 

Gs returned to their Oey fincere i in 
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CHAPTER X. 
THE STORY OP DANIEL. 


: . W HEN Nebuchadneszur Was king 


of Babylon, he beſieged the city of Je- 
ruſalem and -conquered Jehoiakim the 


kin g; and, anxious that the Babylonians 
ſhould become acquainted with the lan- 
—- of the Chaldeans, commanded his 
"ook of eunuchs, to ſelect a few young 

om the children of Iſrael, who 
appeared to him endowed with a parti- 


cular brilliancy of ee kor 
that W e 
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= And did Iſrael, their father, go o with 
= le aunt?“ faid Sophia. | 
4 5 4 hen I: mention the hren of 
| Iſrael, my love, | replied Mrs. Stanton, 
| 3 II do not mean the children of one 
13 man, but thoſe people who. had de- 
| ſcended from Ifrael, otherwiſe called | 
; Jacob, whom you muſt recolle& as be- 
ing father to Joſeph, the governor of 
| Egypt; but, to return to the hiſtory of 
be: Daniel, Who was one of thoſe whom 
: the prince of the eunuchs had brought 
into the king? 8 palace for the purpoſe, 
"2081 1 ſaid before, of Wan the * 


2 1 A had s not hr teſtified | a Br 

of unde Ita, ding, but a peculiar ardour 1 
in the duties een and as, he ad- 

DRE” „„ I  ranced | 
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ranced | in years he encreaſed in virtue, 
and became a favourite vu with God 
and man. vey np A thts 
When Daniel had: bum n two 
years ſtationed at the court of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the king had à dream; 
which, though he could not perfectly 2 
| recollect, made an impreſſion on his 


4 — — ab "a 3 Pay" ' 
i x n 


r —— 
— mn - \ — E 2 
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mind that prevented him from enjoying 


repoſe, and he ſent for all the learned 
men in Chaldea, in hopes they could 
| interpret. it; but, when they found the 
king had only a confuſed idea of the 
circumſtances, and could not deſcribe 
them, they informed him it was out of 


the power of human nature to explain 8 
the thoughts ; for; none but the: Father 
of Heaven could ſearch into the ſecrets 
of the heart; but if he could. relate the 
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dream, they would Joyfully give it an 
interpr etation. 
Nebuchadnezzar was a man of vio- 
1:nt paſſions, and, incapable of con- 
trolling them, and finding himſelf diſ- 
appointed in his expectation, he in- 
I ſtantly decreed chat all the wiſe men of 
Babylon ſhould be put to the ſword, 
= 3 and Daniel, and his three companions, 
1 Sbadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
wore numbered amongft thoſe who were 
deſtined to en vi cim to 0 che inhuman 
ete mination. e & TID $85 
When Daniel was el of the 
cruel order, he requeſted the captain of 
the guard would ſolicit the king to 
ſpare their lives for 4 ſhort period, and 
"retiring. to his apartment, he threw 
nns on his on: and earneſtly i im- 


<A „„ * 


to his petition, me reveal FO dream 
that had ſo greatly perplexed the king, 
that he might hy that means not nl 
ſave his OWN, life, but be enabled to 
preſerve the ende of wn who- were 


y D ”» 
L he. od * * 


ſo dear to hi 


And here, my WEE bie aid 


Mrs. Stanton, *Lo "cannot belp pointing K 
out chat compaſſion is an attribute which | 
our Divine Maker particularly holds 


out for our ſupport and para 
He is deſcribed as the hearer of 4 
prayers; and thoſe of the afflicted he 
is repreſented as regarding with the 
greateſt attention. But wicked men 


| have no reſource: in the time of e 0 
and can Took up to ho prof. Though 
it is neceſſary for the trial of our faith, 
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2 7 5 
and the he of our . in vir- 
tue, that tlie beſt of us ſhould encoun- 
; "ol vey r afflictions, vet our benevolent Fa- 
| ther eesand:compaſſionates our diſtreſs 
F hen, like Dagiel, we fly unto him 
for fuccour. But to return to che hiſ- 
tory I was relating. The circumſtanees 
of the king's. dream, and the . 
tation were both, through! the aſſiſtance 
of Heaven, made pe en to Da 
niebs mind; and he requeſted to be 
preſented to the 1 for whe pop of | 
explaining them. e 
I mut here inform vou, that Nebu- 
chadnezzar had been educated in the 


= _ worſhip of Idolatry, but the moment 
Daniel had deſcribed his dream, he teln | 
= : - convinced that he had obtained a know- 
= . of. it e inſpiration of the 

| "."% bon dune, 5 
1 0 | 


ä I ER — 1 * : —— 
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Almi ohty, and he fell down ol his 
face, in an act of adoration and praiſe, 
declaring. Daniel's God was God * | 
Gods, and Lord of Lords 3 
SE But, aunt, ” faid Sophia, « do you. | 
Know. what the dream Was, wh I ſhould 
Uke to hear it.” „„ 3 
„ You ſhall read it, my love, re· H 
plied Mrs. Stanton, « for, as I. flatter 
myſelf neither you nor Harriet now. 
will be inclined. to think difreſpe&fully | 
of the Bible, 1 have no wiſh to deprive 
you of the pleaſure of peruſing i it ; oh, 
the contrary, I ſhall feel pleaſure in 
pointing out thoſe parts that are ot 
calculated for your comprehenſion ; 3 
and, then Jeu. Will ſee A long account = 
of Nebuchadnezzar' 8 dream. But. as 


1 motive for making you acquainted. | 
ES. with 


8 260 SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, 5 OY 
With Daniel's hiſtory, was to pere how 
5 completely good people are under the 
peculiar care of Heaven, I ſhall paſs 
over it, and merely inform Jou, that 
Daniel was raiſed to a very high poſt | 
about court, and his three friends, by 
E his recommendation, were likewiſe 
4.0 greatly exalted. _ 
2 55 Notwithſtanding haking's 8 e 
tion, that there Was no other God than 
the one that Daniel ſerved, ſome time 
: | after he had an immenſe golden image | 
: made, and decreed that all the inhabi- ' 
25 tants of his kingdom, of whatſoever re- 
ligion they might be, ſhould fall down 3 
and worſhip: it at a certain hour, when” 


35 they heard the ſound of mufical inſtru- 


25x; ments, and thoſe who did not r obey the 


SCRIPTURE HISTORIES: 1 - BM 
| Gynal were to be thrown into a burning 
 Hery furnace. „ | 
The inhabitants of the province, 2 
PEN which Shadrach, Meſhach, ana 
| Ahednego preſided, were exaſperated at | 
having people of a different nation lords 
cover them, and were mücli gratified at 
obſerving they paid no attention to the 
king's mandate, from a certainty that 
they would receive the threatened pu- 
aiſhment; accordingly they complained | 
to Nebuchadnezzar of their diſobedi- 
eltee „ 'who immediately ſuminwned them 
to appear before him, and in terms of 
 indignant rage, demanded why they had 5 
not obeyed the decree, aſſuring them, 
that if. they perſiſted i in their obſtinacy 5 
they ſhould ſuffer the GEES: that 1 

"uy to it. ꝛ— 


» PP 
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| I With tlie moſt intrepid courage, 
13 they refuſed to bow before any God, 
but ne Lord, affuring the king they 
diſregarded his threats, truſting that. 
the Almighty would reſcue them from 
his hands. | tg 

« Furious with indignation, the king 


A 


5 inſtantly ordered the furnace to be 


*- heated ſeven times hotter than uſual, 
and Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abedne- 
go, to be bound hand f foot and 
= thrown into it.” - 155 
„ Oh, ſhocking | ſhocking 1” ex- 
Wanne Sophia - Do not alarm your- 
5 ſelf, my dear,” faid Mrs. Stanton, "ror 
their reliance upon the protection of 
hes Heaven was well founded, as the Al- 
mighty ſuffered not even a hair of their | 
| | heads tobe injured, and ſent an angel 
— „o[U gs 
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to looſen the cords that had bound 

them „and they all walked about the | 
furnace, without even baving the 8 

| ſlighteſt - appearance _ of ſcorch pen 


their clothes 2 


When the king beheld . 


: derful proof of God's power, his heart 


; acknowledged his greatneſs, and he de- | 
creed, that no one ſhould preſume to 
mention the name of the Lord without 


reverence and reſpect ; ; and, the three 


favourites of Heaven were reſtored t to | 


| their exalted ſtations. 


Some time after this, e den © 
| had another dream, which Daniel fore- 


told denoted his being driven from che 


a kingdom, and compelled to aſſociate 


2 Vith he. beaſts-of Heb; and the 
* 3 BO cite. 


1 
. 
£ 
= 
[ 
þ 
Ma 
_ 
} 


. 2 a ; — , IE get,” we 
: r i et an 
"Wax RA _— = A * J 9 n 0 — 4 ov > 3 3 7 


* * lan OV 
n 5 — 5 * 
= "HA 3 3 * * . * 
IS; 4 
** 5 — 
* 4 S 4 >; - ** 


12⁰0 - SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 


circumſtances happened Juſt as he had 
i Pr edicted. | 


or 


His ſon Belſhazzar, who til 


him, was not only wicked, but i impi- 


ous, hough fortunately his reign was 


of very ſhort duration; for Darius ; 
king of Media, made war againſt him, 
| and took poſſeſſion of the throne. Da- 


rius was a man that reſpected virtue, 


and abhorred vice, and, pleaſed with the 

character he had heard of Daniel, in- 

g ſtantly gave him the moſt important of- 

| fice in the kingdom, and publicly- tef- 
F< tified his eſteem and regard. oy 


The king's partiality was the means A 


of creating envy, and his enemies, un 
; able to diſcover one failing i in his whole 
| lie, were forced to adopt arti ee to 
e Ling, wn 


1 4 * * 
der 
ET h 


7 SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. - a6 


der pretence of veneration for his cha- 


racter, they perſuaded him to make a 
decree, that if any perſon aſked a peti- 


den er del, or mas, for thry days 


1. ſhould be caſh] into a den of lions. 
Conſcious that Daniel would not fore- 
£0 the daily homage that he paid his 


Maker, by this deep laid ſcheme they. - 5 


imagined they ſhould effectually get 
rid of a man whoſe character they muſt 
admire, though they had not virtus 
. inne e 5 

 _—_— to their reason oY 


| the Throne of Grace with the ſame 


openneſs and fervour after the a, 
had paſſed, that he had done before it 
was inſtituted, and, eager to behold his 
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ratten, his unfeeling enemies New | 


to the palace with the fatal intelligence. 


If it could have been poſſible for Da- 


| rius to have revoked the decree, he 
| would hive done it, but that Was en- 
- tirely out of his power; and, with i 


heart trembling with diſtreſs, he in- 
formed the prophet of his cruel fitua- 
tion, at the ſame time expreſfing his 
hope that the Almi ghty would defend 
him againſt che power. of the lions! 
But, alarmed by fear, and tortured by i 
apprehenfion, be paſſed the night in 

Ffaſtin g and prayer, and at an early hour 
dhe next morning went to the cave, | 
where Daniel had been confined; and . 
eee the door, enquired with R 
loud voice, whether God had protected : 

bim from the ms of the lions. ORE 


— When : 
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When Daniel informed him, that an 2 


angel had been ſent from heaven to 
ſuccdur and defents him, the heart of 


the king bounded with Joy, and he im- 


mediately ordered that thoſe wicked 


people who had accuſed the prophet A 


| ſhould be thrown into the den from 


| which he had retired unhurt, and the | | 
lions inftantly tore them in A thouſand SEEN 


pieces. . | e 
In this hiſtory, ſaid Mrs. e 


. may perceive, that though God Þ 
mercifully proteds the good and amiable, 
be leaves the guilty and profane to that 5 
1 puniſhment which their crimes draw Et 
5 down. upon them: but 1 fincerely hope, 5 
my dear children, your conduct ]] 
=. ſuch as to deſerve his protection, N Wy” 
au then ow” need Bar 10 , 
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SCRIPTURE HISTORIES, „ 


CHAPTER XI. 


' of: HE idea of a fatherly Protector, to 


whom they might look up in affliction, 


and depend upon in ſorrow, was was ſome- 
thing at once ſo delightful and con- 
 -ſoling, that it was impoſſible for the 
children to avoid congratulating each 

other upon having obtained a know- 


© ledge of fo gratifying a _ circum» 


Nance z and Mrs. Stanton had the hap- 
pineſs of obſerving, that as their under- | 
ſtandings became enlightened their tem 
pers improved ; ; and that thoſe imper- gl 
fe Rigns 1 which the had feared were in- 
= ' | herent, 88 
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256 SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 
| herent, had been merely the effect of 
falſe prejudice, and want of W | 
Lucy- and Polly Gardner, 7 the to 
little girls whom, upon their arrival at 
EB the Grove, they had treated with lo 
. much haughtineſs, were now high in 
their favour; and they had as much 
pleaſure in attending their aunt to the 
Sunday School, and helping the chib- 
dlren to the roaſt beef and plumb pud- 
| ding as that amiable woman had herſelf. 
In ſhort, when they ha reſided twelve 
months under the protection of that 
exalted character, they were as much 
Famed for the gentleneſs of their man- ; 
-ners and the ſweetneſs of their diſpoſi- 
don; as they had ence been for the in- 
. civility of the — and ng 
of — latter, | 3 | 
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' SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 107 


But what afforded Mrs, Hb the 
moſt ſatisfaction was the real, gratifica- 


tion they ſeemed to derive from the 


duties of religion. Neither pleaſure nor 
fatigue could ever induce them to neg- 


lect their morning and evening devo- 


tions; ; and. at church, inſtead of ap- 5 
pearing weary of Mr. Luton 8 diſcourſes, 5 
they retained every part of them, and 5 | 
would be able to give ſuch an exact 
account of them to their aunt, as would : 


at once aſtoniſh and delight her. 


As Mrs. Stanton had a taſte for poe- | 
try, and her nieces were remarkably 
fond of it, ſhe wrote the two following 55 
| hymns for their amuſement, which, as 


Mr. Luton was a compoſer ſor the 
harpfichord, he ſet to muſic, » and they 
never omitted performing them. 
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A MORNING HYMN: | 

al. Weder Ae nr thin 7 5 
J 7 Oh ROE ME bumble pray'r, e by, 

Ee: Tame my ni mind with mh Ton ray,” | 
; i And bleſs me by Rn. 

Teach me me, KY gracious” Lond; to know, 
The path of good and i; . 
Aud as the ſtream of life ſhall flow, | 
1 Fach dayto learn phy will. Tv! 


= 5 | 255 © And learn fubmiffion's pow 8 12 wt 
| "Vet; oh! indulge me with one friend | 


It 2 TS TE To ſoothe affeiftion's Dy. 


"Let: mild Religion, geiitl maid, As. 
| Inform my youthful heart; 35 on £ 
1 5 5 And with her ſweet inſpiring aid, Fa Y OE. 
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5 enmrunk HISTORIES: 5 
Tack Gay, may I new Firtues eam, 
Each day, grow good and wiſe; ; 


And as the circling bours return 
Ihe precious moments rie; 


For moments are, though ſhort aro date, 
The meſſengers of years; 


And \ whiſper our approaching kate, : 
| And tell us time has beer, 
That ſoon deſtroys the cobweb thread DAE 
That feeble Nature ſpun; ; _ . 


And will unite us with the dead, 
ihe now thay courſe have run. b 
Since life then! is ſo hort a race, ee Ob 

May I each hour employ, © = » he 1OER ow 


: 80 as to gain a certain place, 5 1 
in realms of ms and 4 „ 
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THE ſun 8 in the weſt, 
Proclaims the vanguiſh'd day, | 


And modeſt Nature finks to reft, Ss | 
Beneath the ding ray! os 29 

| Receive then, gracious ; Lord)n my pray, 
For all thy gifts of good, Sep 


"Thy kind paternal foſt ring care I 
That gave me friends and food! "rage 


But fay, my heart, have I deſervd. 05 

My Makers boundleſs grace b 
Have I his precepts all obſery d, 
And ran a godly race ? * 
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| Haye I the riding faults re Io 
Before to crimes they grew 1 | 


And have I cer expos'd my wen 1 OE , 


To an impartial view ? 
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AN EVENING HYMN. 
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SCRIPTURE HISTORIES. 02 
or have I drawn a filken veil, 1 05 „ 

My actions to conceal, STE | 
| Without TOOL ev'ry aue Re ; a 


ee 1 another 8 * Jhow'd 
When I the fault might bids , 

Or has my boſom ever glow” 4 
* an exceſs of pride? 2 


Has pity & er bedew'd my eye. 5 15 1 f 85 hay 
For ſorrows not my own 255 3 85 | . 8 
And has my boſom heav'd a figh, ED "og 8 
When I their griefs have known? | „ 


The gracious Being, who beliow'd. | : 5 8. n : 
The precious gift of life, ö n ak . ; 
"Ne er meant the current ſhould h have flows. 1 85 0 
Ei. Eg % With envy; hate, or ſtrife; 3 : 


But that a foft and gentle tide V 
In diff rent ſtreams-ſhould flow? \, Ez 

| And mild affection be the guide EY TI 
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